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Some aspects of the Caspian policy of Peter I: based on the expedition in the first
guarter of the 18th century

It is important to study the historical and geographical issues of the Caspian Sea, whose name underwent
various changes in different periods of history due to the historical and political situation of that time. The
article is written based on Russian, Kazakhstan and foreign scientific works. The purpose and objectives of
the research is to study the historical significance of the expeditions organized by Peter | for the purpose of
research and development of the Caspian Sea basin at the beginning of the 18th century in the collection of
scientific data about the sea. Analyzing data on the history of the sea, the name of the sea; Conducting
scientific analysis of the records of Russian travelers and scientists found in archive funds on the historical,
geographical and economic features of the sea. The Caspian Sea and its historical and geographical issues
have been the subject of historical research of many travelers, historians, geographers and scientists since
ancient times. The authors make scientific conclusions by systematizing a lot of cartographic materials and
data written on this issue, focusing on the expeditions organized along the Caspian Sea during the period of
Peter I.

Keywords: Map of the Caspian Sea, Caspian Sea, historical geography, historical map, expeditions of Peter I,
history, Caspian politics.

Introduction

Historical and geographical information about the Caspian Sea is very relevant in the light of interna-
tional interdisciplinary research. The Caspian, washing the shores of five coastal states (Russia — in the west
and north-west; Kazakhstan — in the north, north-east and east; Azerbaijan — in the south-west; Iran — in
the south; Turkmenistan — in the southeast), attracts researchers in the field of geopolitics, history, ecology,
hydrology, geography, biology. So, among the significant issues of this topic is the history of the creation of
nautical charts, as well as the name of the sea, which has undergone many changes throughout its history. In
addition to this, it is important for research to understand the role of expeditions organized in the 17th-18th
centuries.

The Caspian Sea, as a body of water, is closed with brackish water characteristics and from time im-
memorial has been considered a sea due to its size and salinity. This prehistoric giant water basin was formed
600-650 million years ago, united the Southern Ocean with the Aral, Black and Mediterranean Seas. In the
north, this ancient Mediterranean ocean which was called the Tethys, reached the latitude of Kazan. Approx-
imately 50 million years ago, there was a period when the Tethys Ocean was connected to the vast West Si-
berian Sea and the Northern Ocean through the wide Turgai Strait. It is this connection that the modern Cas-
pian owes to the appearance of such exotic animals as seals [1; 3]. Subsequently, the Caspian was connected
to the Black Sea, and it is known that “along the Uzboy, the waters of Central Asia poured into it” [2; 4].

The boundaries of the Caspian Sea “in the north extended to the rivers Northern Dvina and Pechora, in
the northeast with the Urals, in the east — the Aral Sea, in the southwest with the rivers of the Black Sea
slope, in the west — with the swimming pool of the river Don and with a swimming pool of the river Dnie-
per, in the north-west — with the swimming pool of the river Neva” [3; 6].

The etymology of the word “Caspian” is associated with the name of the ancient tribes “Caspians” who
lived from the 1st century B.C. on the right bank of the Kura River. In ancient sources, in particular Herodo-
tus, Strabo and others, there is a mention of the Caspian tribe, testifying to their active participation in vari-
ous economic, political and socio-cultural processes of the ancient world. Information about the Caspians
was also found in the ancient Eastern texts of the Achaeminid time [4; 217-229].

The development of new lands by Europeans, which began at the end of the 15th century with the dis-
covery of the American continent by Christopher Columbus, also took place in the Russian state, which
gradually acquired the features of an imperial structure. To implement its own imperial policy, Russia did
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not follow the path of acquiring colonies like the European talassocratic powers, which used methods of bru-
tal extermination of local peoples and the seizure of material resources. A major politician of his time, who
turned Russia into an empire, Peter | outlined new directions for moving to the East, taking into account the
specifics of the region. G.G. Kornoukhova noted that, “Russia began to conduct its active policy in the Cas-
pian region since the time of Peter I, who assumed that in the future it would serve as a profitable for the
Russian treasury, as a transit route for the exchange of goods between India and Europe. As it is known, after
the death of Peter I, Russia was unable to retain the lands he had conquered on the Persian coast of the Cas-
pian Sea, but in the following decades of the 18th century it continued its penetration into Transcaucasia,
gaining a foothold there in the first third of the 19th century» [5; 670].

In connection with the development of the eastern lands the expeditions organized by Peter | in the first
half of the 18th century provided an opportunity for a step-by-step study of this territory as an introduction
into scientific circulation of data on the Caspian Sea based on the research of professional cartographers. Re-
search, which began to be actively carried out in the 17th-18th centuries, became an event for Russia, caused
by the needs of life from the point of view of the Russian state. It should be noted that the intensification of
the activities of the Russian government was also caused by the desire of the Persian state, which has its own
sovereign ambitions to establish control over the Caspian and the lands adjacent to the sea, which required a
resolution of this situation.

Materials and methods

During the study of the topic, special attention was paid to the consideration of the problems associated
with historical events and the collection of data on the Caspian Sea in their relationship and interdependence.
Thus, in the discussion of the relevance of the work on drawing up a map of the Caspian Sea, it was neces-
sary to carry out a systematic analysis of the cartographic data. We also used a chronological method with
the aim of a step-by-step description of the scientific topic under consideration, its conclusions and different
points of view.

As a result of the application of the historical-comparative method, it was possible to optimally use and
compare the works of researchers of the Caspian Sea necessary for our topic in the period of antiquity, the
Middle Ages and modern history. The method of problem analysis contributed to the comprehension of the
presented material within the scale of the research work under study.

An essential feature of this study is the availability of information about expeditions that studied the
Caspian Sea, among which an important component is the material of the expeditionary work organized un-
der Peter the Great.

One of the fundamental works for the study is the data on the confluence of the Amu Darya river into
the Caspian through the Uzboy by the Azerbaijani scientists Z.M. Buniyatov and N.M. Velikhanova in the
article “The Caspian Sea in Arab Sources”, which was published in the Soviet period and still has not lost its
historical value [6; 129].

In addition, the necessary information was provided by the naval specialist M.I. Tsiporukha, who con-
sidered the creation of a sea map in his research [7; 88-93]. It is also necessary to note the works of the Rus-
sian historian 1.V. Kurukin [8; 381], M.A. Mirzoev [9; 183], Kazakh local historian A. Edilkhan [10; 4],
whose works made up the scientific database of our work. Moreover, the research materials were based on
printed publications, monographic research papers and data available on specialized resources on the Inter-
net.

Discussion

Information about the Caspian Sea is found in the writings of many travelers and researchers since an-
cient times, but each of them has different interpretations of the name of the sea, sources, about the peoples
inhabiting this territory. The problem of the name of the sea was considered only partially, and has not yet
become a special object of research in post-Soviet historical science. The main reasons for this include the
incomplete systematization of sources and the historiography of works related to the name of the Caspian
Sea, the inconsistency of information transmitted in historical sources, the absence of a scientifically ground-
ed map of the water area until the first quarter of the 18th century, etc.

The origin of the name “Caspian” in the encyclopedic reference book “History of Kazakhstan” pub-
lished in 2006 is associated with the Caspian tribe (Caspians) that inhabited this coast in ancient times. There
we also find the following information: “The Kaspi is one of the most ancient Saka tribes inhabiting the
shores of the Caspian Sea. The name “Caspian” first appears in the work of Herodotus “History” (5th centu-
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ry BC)... Later (up to the 1st century B.C.) the Caspians were displaced by the Medes, Albanian, Hunnic,
Turkic and other tribes. According to ancient authors (Herodotus, Strabo, Claudius, and Ptolemy), at the end
of the 1st millennium B.C. the Caspians inhabited the southwestern and western coast of the modern Caspian
Sea [11; 314].

According to ancient, antique and medieval sources, the position and coastal outlines of the Caspian Sea
are very schematic. Throughout the centuries BC and up to the Renaissance, geographers’ ideas about the
shape of our planet were very vague and approximate. Therefore, according to a number of maps, it is not
possible to judge the correctness of the outlines and other characteristics of the Caspian Sea. The actual out-
lines of the shores of the Caspian Sea, even the existence of the Caspian as a separate sea, were not entirely
clear for the researchers of the past centuries. Thus, sometimes, the Caspian was shown round (among the
Arabs), more often oblong in parallel, and only from the end of the 12th century. The Caspian is depicted as
elongated from north to south. Some scientists considered the Caspian to be a closed sea (lake), others imag-
ined it to be a bay of the ocean, while some geographers could not find its beginning or end. There are ideas
about the existence of two Caspian seas: one closed, and the other connected with the Northern Ocean. There
is practically no mention of the existence of the Aral Sea.

As knowledge was gradually replenished in geography with a number of new proven and firmly estab-
lished provisions, data on the Caspian Sea was also accumulated. This made it possible to draw up more ac-
curate, although still far from perfect, maps. With the accumulation of this geographical material, the Caspi-
an Sea begins to be depicted on maps as a separate basin. This happened under the influence of Herodotus
and Ptolemy, who brought information about the sea as a closed basin, nevertheless, in his work
N.M. Knipovich (1915) writes: “It was only in the 13th century that the connection between the studied res-
ervoir and the ocean finally disappeared on European maps” [12; 17-18].

One of the first information about the Caspian Sea was given in the ancient Iranian sacred book
“Avesta”. In this book, three thousand years ago, the Caspian Sea was called Vorukash, which meant “wide-
ly indented”, “having wide openings”, “bays” [13; 200]. The proximity of the Caspian Sea to Iran and the
presence on its shores of large peninsulas such as Karabugaz and Mangistau indicate that the name Vorukash
is directly related to the Caspian Sea. According to some assumptions, the name Vorukash may be the name
of the Aral Sea or Lake Balkhash.

The Caspian Sea has also been written by ancient authors. Thus, in describing the outlines of the Earth
(between the 7th and 12th centuries B.C.), Homer represented it as a round shield, which along the edges
was washed by “a quietly flowing, deep universal river — the Ocean”. In the west were located “Pillars of
Hercules, in the east — Colchis, and even further there was the Pond of the Sun”, which most likely could
only be the Caspian Sea. After the heroic epic of Homer, the “Land Description” of Hecateus of Miletus, and
a contemporary of the Persian king Darius |, appeared. According to Hecateus, the world was likened to a
disk, on which the inhabited land, divided by the seas, was represented as a double island. In the East of the
Black Sea, instead of the “Pond of the Sun” (the Caspian Sea), Hecateus places a new sea, named “Girkan”
after the area of Girkania [9; 5-6].

A description of the Caspian Sea is also given in the writings of Herodotus (5th century B.C.). Herodo-
tus in his work “History” tells about the administrative division of Persia and when, he speaks about the an-
cient peoples who inhabited the western coast of the sea, he writes about the Caspian Sea as follows: “The
Caspian Sea is a closed body of water, not connected with any other sea... The Caspian Sea is a sea of a very
special kind. Its length is fifteen days (1600 km — auth.) on the ridge of the ship, and its width at its widest
point is eight days. It borders on the Caucasus Range, the most extensive and highest of all mountain ranges,
in the west” [14, 75-76]. Therefore, Herodotus drew attention to the fact that the Caspian is isolated from the
oceans.

On the map of Claudius Ptolemy, who lived in the 2nd century B.C., the Caspian Sea is named
Hyrcanus (in Fig. 1), which is designated as a closed body of water that does not connect with any ocean.

In antiquity, the Caspian Sea was also called the Girkan Sea, along the river and the Giirgen region on
the southeastern coast (among the Arabs, the Djurdjan Sea); Medieval Arab geographers have the Khorasan
Sea, by the name of the Iranian province.

Turks called Ak-Deniz “white sea”, Turkmens called Kokkiiz “green (blue) lake” (“kyuz” literally
“eye”), in Central Asia the name “Aydarkhan deniz” also existed; VV.V. Radlov gave another name “Kuzgyn-
deniz” in his notes (“Kuzgyn” is associated with the word “Raven”) [16; 182]. The famous orientalist
V.V. Bartold etymologized from the Iranian “Varkani” “wolf” (country).
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Fig. 1. Ptolemy's geographical map of the ancient world [15; 148].

In the book “Works on Historical Geography” by V.V. Bartold there is the following mention of the
Caspian Sea: “Bahr al-Khazar” Sea of Khazars” (Persian Darya-i-Khazaran) — this is how most Arab geog-
raphers call the Caspian Sea, after the Khazar people, which in the best period of Arabic geographical litera-
ture, in the 4th / 9th century, belonged to the region on the northern coast of this sea with the important trad-
ing city of Itil (not far from the mouth of the Volga). Less commonly, this name denotes the Black Sea with
Meotida (Ibn Khordadbeh, who followed him Kudama and Mas“udi) — probably because the Khazar power
extended to part of the Crimean peninsula. Outside the Muslim world, this expression did not seem to be
used.

In the reports of Arab and Persian historians of the 9th-10th centuries, there is information that the Rus-
sians sailed across the Caspian Sea to the shores of Iran. The ancient Russian name of the Caspian Sea —
“Khvalymskoe (variants: Khvalisskoe, Khvalynskoe) sea” — undoubtedly goes back to the name of the
country Khorezm, although the Arabs and Persians always call only the Aral Sea “lake (or “sea”) of
Khorezm” [17; 367]. The name of the Khopuzh Sea (in the Life of Alexander Nevsky) is also interesting.

In the book “Voyage across the Three Seas” written in the 15th century by the famous Russian traveler
Afanasy Nikitin, the Caspian is one of the three seas. A. Nikitin named the sea Derbent. During his trip
A. Nikitin sailed on it and visited Derbent, Shemakha and Baku. From here he got to Iran and from there to
India. A. Nikitin collected very valuable and interesting material about the nature of the Caspian Sea and
about the peoples living on its shores. M. Fasmer revealed this name as a tracing of the same “Derbent” with
the etymology of the name of the city: Iranian “gate”, ancient Turkic — kapug “gate”, Chagatai “door” [16;
182].

In Muslim literature, the Caspian Sea, in addition to the above, is called according to other areas located
on its coast: “Djurdjan Sea” (corresponds to the “Hyrcanian Sea” of the ancients), “Abeskun Sea” (according
to the port city at the mouth of the Gurgen), “Tabaristan Sea” (or “Mazandaran”), “Sea of Deilem”, “Sea of
Gilan”, later (from the time of Mongol rule) also “Sea of Shirvan” and “Sea of Baku” (this is the last desig-
nation, and moreover, “Sea of Sarai”, in the Middle Ages found in European sources); the name Bahr al-
Kulzum, referring, in fact, to the Red Sea, is also often transferred to the Caspian Sea. In Turkish literature,
in addition to reported, there are expressions “Bahr-i guzz” (named after the famous nomadic people, ances-
tor of the Turkmens and Ottomans) and “Ak-Deniz” (more often used for the Mediterranean)” [17; 367].

A. Mohammed Haydar Dulati (16th century) writes about the sea as the “Kulzum Sea” in his works [18;
558]. The Arab traveler Abu-Ishak-lbrahim-ibn Muhammad al-Farisi al-Istakhri in his book “Kitabu
mesalik-il-memalik” (Book of Ways and States), published in 951, described and made a map of the lands of
the “Khazar Sea (Caspian Sea, auth.)”. He also described the rivers Kura, Rasu (Yaik, Yem), Tabaristan,
Zhurzhan (Khorasan provinces), Siyahkukh (Karatau-Mangystau) surrounding the Caspian Sea [19; 182].
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The map of the Caspian Sea was compiled in 1367 by other famous travelers — (Venetian cartogra-
phers) Brothers Francis and Dominic Pizzigani. The map was reproduced in the book “Peripheral of the Cas-
pian Sea according to the maps of the 14th century, F. Bruna” The map shows the Western Georgian prov-
inces Zequa (Djiketi), Auogaxia (Abkhazia) and Suania (Svaneti), localized in the mountains. Almost the
same place names are recorded along the Black Sea as on the Vesconte map [20] (Periplus of the Caspian
Sea according to maps of the 14th century.

Then, in 1459, a detailed map of the Mangyshlak peninsula was given by the Venetian monk Fra Mau-
ro.

In 1558, the explorer and navigator E. Jenkinson described the exploration of the Caspian coast: “On
August 21 we passed a bay 6 leagues wide and came up to the spit, on the southeastern side of which there
were two islands, very visible from the sea. Behind this slanting bank it sloped to the northeast, forming an-
other bay, into which the large river Emba (Yem) flows” [8; 4].

Results

From the middle of the 14th century the study and purposeful development of the northern coast of the
Caspian Sea by the Moscow state begins. After the conquest of the Kazan and Astrakhan khanates by Ivan
the Terrible, Russian ambassadors began to visit Iran, Khiva and Bukhara across the Caspian Sea. Russian
merchants also established active trade on the eastern coast of the Caspian. In those days, the main center of
trade was the port of Tyub-Karagan on the Mangyshlak peninsula. Thus, the study of the Caspian Sea by
Russia began in the Middle Ages [12; 43].

By decree of the tsar in 1627, on the basis of previously collected drawing materials, the “Book of the
Big Drawing” was compiled. The “Book...” is quite informative in terms of the historical geography of Eura-
sia. It indicates the Khvalynskoe (Caspian, auth.) Sea, the Blue (Aral) sea, provides information about the
distances between geographical objects, about the Yaik river (Ural — auth.), which “fell into the
Khvalimskoe (Caspian, auth.) Sea” [21].

Russian sea expeditions to the eastern coast of the Caspian began in the first quarter of the 17th century
and were associated with the intensification of the policy of Peter | in the Caspian region as a whole [22; 44].
In particular, this is due to the following reasons:

1. The transformation of Russia into an empire required new lands, resources, and the most promising
directions and opportunities opened up in Central Asia and the Caucasus. To achieve this goal, Peter | has-
tened to conclude an agreement with Persia, another “strong” state for that period, which also intended to
rule in the Caspian region. Although in the 18th-19th centuries a number of agreements and treatises were
signed between the two countries (St. Petersburg 1723, Rasht 1729, Gulistan 1813, Turkmenchay 1828),
none of them fixed the status of a “lake” or the “seas” of the Caspian, and the sea was considered “common
water” without delimitation. According to the adopted Russian-Persian agreements, the Russian Empire re-
ceived the right to “forever” maintain a fleet in the Caspian Sea, and Persia was only allowed the right to
maintain merchant ships at sea [23; 247]. In connection with the outlined circumstances, the Russian Empire
decided to take its first steps in strengthening its positions in the Caspian region.

2. At the same time, militarily and technically, the rapidly developing states of Western Europe were
actively conquering and colonizing countries located thousands of miles from the metropolises. It was obvi-
ous that the British Empire, which began the colonization of India in Asia in the 17th century (1607), gradu-
ally began to orient itself more purposefully in its advance towards Central Asia and the Caucasus.

Russia, which received imperial status, as a result of the reforms of Peter | in various fields aimed at
developing the country in a European style, began to pursue the same active colonial policy in foreign policy
as the European powers. The medieval, militarily weak states of the Caucasus and the Central Asian khan-
ates adjacent to the frontier of Russia will not be able to resist external threats. And since most of the states
of the Caucasus and Central Asia are located around the Caspian Sea, it was clear that the Caspian Sea would
also fall under the sphere of influence of one or another powerful state. So Peter I, explaining the importance
of the Caspian Sea, said: “Our interests do not at all allow any other power, no matter who it is, to establish
itself in the Caspian Sea” [24; 186].

At the end of the 17th — beginning of the 18th centuries, Russia became significantly stronger both in
socio-economic and political terms, its international authority increased.

In November 1722, by order of the tsar, a military port was built in Astrakhan, which made it possible
to expand the possibilities of navigation along the Volga and the Caspian. Peter 1, realizing the political and
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economic significance of the Caspian, it was here that he “saw the true focus or knot of the entire East” [25;
62].

In 1722-1723, as a result of the Persian campaign of Peter 1, the Caspian Sea passed into the jurisdic-
tion of the Russian state. On September 12, 1723, Persia was forced to transfer “the cities of Derbent, Baku,
as well as the Gilan, Mazandaran and Astrabad provinces, thereby recognizing the dominant position of Rus-
sia in the issue of the right of military navigation in the Caspian Sea” [26].

Thus, the allied treaty between Iran and Russia of 1723 determined the issue of Iran's territorial sover-
eignty in the Caspian. This issue was further strengthened by the Iranian-Soviet Memorandum signed in
1962 by the Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Aram and the Soviet ambassador to Tehran Nikolai Pegov. In
the first document, Iran made concessions to Russia on the length of the sea. The agreements, according to
which in 1725, 1732, 1813, 1828, 1881, 1893, 1921, 1954 and 1957, the Iranian-Russian and subsequently
Iranian-Soviet land borders were established, concern the Caspian only in the sense of designating points on
the shores of the sea, on which the eastern land borders of the two countries and the western ends. None of
the agreements stipulated the provision of any part of the sea to Iran until the Aram-Pegov Memorandum
was signed in 1762 [27].

So, at the end of the 18th century, the Russian state, following the path of transformation into a devel-
oped European empire, began to pay special attention to the study of the Caspian Sea. In this period (the last
decade of the 17th century), even at the initial stage of his reign, Tsar Peter | strove to implement the idea of
his father, Tsar Alexei Mikhailovich “to conduct ships and navigational routes in the Caspian Sea”. Peter I,
continuing his policy, said with confidence that in this way the way to Central Asia and Iran would be
opened.

In 1699, Peter I sent an expedition led by Captain E. Meyer to draw up a general map of the Caspian
Sea. In 1703, he completed work on the map, but it was never published. However, the description of the
Caspian Sea became known in Europe and influenced European cartography. So, according to academician
L.S. Berg, “the outline of the Caspian Sea is acquiring much more regular forms, moreover, before acquaint-
ance with the filming of 1715 and 1719-1720" [28].

Another interesting fact is noted by 1.V. Kurukin, so even on European maps of the 16th-17th centuries,
the Amu Darya flowed into the Caspian Sea. In 1714, Khoja Nefis from the Mangyshlak peninsula, arriving
in St. Petersburg, asked the tsar to turn the Amu Darya, telling that earlier this river flowed into the Caspian
Sea, and that the Khivans allegedly blocked the river with a dam. This story aroused the interest of Peter I,
who believed that “the proposal to turn the course of the great Central Asian river meant, first of all, the op-
portunity to establish unhindered” communication “with distant India” [8; 25].

More complete, accurate maps of the Caspian Sea we are studying appeared only after the research
work of the expeditions of A. Bekovich-Cherkassky (1715), K. Verdun and F. Saimonov (1720). Expeditions
of Russian scientists and travelers are organized not only for research purposes, in the course of their work,
albeit indirectly, they helped to determine and approve the status of the sea.

In May 1714, Peter | ordered the captain-lieutenant of the Preobrazhensky Guards Regiment
A. Bekovich-Cherkassky (Kabardian by origin) to draw up a new map of the eastern coast of the Caspian Sea
and precisely indicate on it the location of the Amu Darya estuary (according to the assumption of most ge-
ographers of that era, it fell into Caspian). And already on September 1, 1714, A. Bekovich-Cherkassky re-
ported from Astrakhan that he ... inquired through the inhabitants of Astrakhan about the Darya River —
where it flows from, where it falls with its mouth. | found such people who know this river, they call the
Amu Darya, they say that a considerable river, taken by its top from India, flows through the Bukhara land
and Khiva, falls into a lake called the Aral Sea, which has a distance of 14 days from the Caspian Sea; others
say that there is a small channel from the lake into the Caspian Sea, only there is no such person who has
seen” [7; 89].

It should be noted that the expedition of Bekovich-Cherkovsky in 1714-1715 made a significant contri-
bution to the description of the northern and eastern coasts of the Caspian Sea. The expedition also found out
that the Amu Darya flows into the Aral Sea, and not into the Caspian.

On June 17, 1717, during Peter I's stay in France, he met with the royal geographer G. Delisle, to whom
he showed handwritten maps based on the results of Russian research. G. Delisle noted the importance of
information, since there have never been accurate maps of the area and outlines of the Caspian Sea. In addi-
tion, the Europeans received, as M.I. Tsiporukha “information about both the Kara-Bogaz-Gol Bay and the
ancient channel of the Amu Darya” [7; 90].
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Peter I did not give up on further study of the Caspian Sea. In 1719, another scientific expedition was
organized to draw up a general map of the Caspian Sea and refine its western part. The expedition was head-
ed by Lieutenant Commander Karl van Verden, the composition also included naval officers Lieutenant
F. Soymonov, junior lieutenants P. Doroshenko, G. Zolotarev and others. Karl Verden was instructed to map
the western part of the Caspian Sea from the mouth of the Volga to Astrabad, then to the Kura River and
draw up a general map of the Caspian Sea by re-checking the description of the previously explored east
coast. About the expedition, it is mentioned in the work of Academician G.F. Miller, published in 1765: “In
1719 January 8 days (January 8 — author), the entire commission was determined by Lieutenant Fedor
Soimonov, who both served somewhat to serve under their own imperial on a military ship called
Ingermoland, on which His Majesty usually delighted to ride, and through that they got the opportunity to
win special praise from the Sovereign, for their faithfulness and skill...... by which this description of the
western coast of the Caspian Sea continued... 719 (1719-auth.) years of flight to the Kura River, and on an-
other summer, that is, to the Astrabad Bay, and back to Astrakhan too...” [29; 50-51].

In 1720, a drawing of the map was applied to a copper plate and is known as the “Van Verden
Map”) (Fig. 2).

e iR x
] CRELENSE "t stk of ohe ) ﬂ

B
‘Ar 5SS NG
-
COSSACRS. Checeribompernsi B,
I S
rohas W' s Feguwes

5 Jonatree & ~Aof

+
T Toaleris

L Consfpns St o et o i
———. / =
L ADD L - ahent ey ke brmadid 41

o Tz raoid whne v mewer G4 s ]

CIRCASST RinrcAdd
Larelivrnae
Lar Koslar R

TAR T ARY. Zie. Chudosis RSN F CASPIAN ) :.pl.....,:z:’/:m:
= S Gorgl Tere el {Rr srohoechem 7 e e
i 5 A Tl
Erglivh Aciles e I T @
- s P w9 BUL SBEX
= DAGESTAN. , o, woiN 5 =
ted | B s A Tar A ofr R 2R S i Sy 7
}:y’an.'im ol S Tcttere in g Gra Al o 3 R
2 ore § tarw coion ol 5 CompsR 45 Dy N oA e
9 i Nt e D25 Dl NIt C.1} Tk Fohorm R .
Vagrdd ” e D0, 1e DO, 'r~.,v.nx 2| Derbens Y
o . e aime b < | ALerartaing =
[— ) = 2 crey oo 2N s
e e ime 2R AN 5

5 C AL owewr of tha Civy
“of DERBENG |

1]

T

The ox 5
CASPIAN SEA|| sabrhinski>g
Drervre by the C zaR's | Mourneains
531 Special Command Ay : AR :
o Caxl van Verden it J‘f;"h:l"“, S e

s A oramtarn. -
Year 1719 . 47 20 AndETIL N oo Roarehinsieta

Thir Exace Copy is done areacl. YL 3

By H oIl Coggrapher. oo *:;,3';;‘" . -
N Laperehi s

© Mirandron

,
=t

—

Fig. 2. “Painting of a flat Caspian sea” — General map of the Caspian Sea, Karl van Verden in 1719-1721
on the personal instructions of the Emperor Peter the Great [30; 99].

Moreover, in 1721, on behalf of Peter 1, the librarian 1.D. Schumacher presented a new map of the Cas-
pian Sea to the Academy of Sciences in Paris. The map made a great impression on French scientists: “Eve-
ryone was amazed, because on the map, contrary to the opinions of all geographers, the Caspian Sea had a
completely different shape” [30; 100].
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Conclusion

The description of the Caspian Sea, its hames, attempts to fix its outlines can be traced in the carto-
graphic works of antiquity and the Middle Ages, but the beginning of its scientific research and state support
for the implementation of mapping falls on the end of the 18th — beginning of the 19th century. Although
interest in the Caspian Sea is found in the works of ancient authors, medieval scholars of Arab, Iranian, Tur-
kic origin, the history of the Caspian has not previously been systematically studied. Based on the presented
data on the study of the Caspian Sea, the main provisions and conclusions should be highlighted:

1. Ancient historians (Herodotus, Ptolemy, Eratosthenes, Strabo, etc.) collected information based on
the memories of travelers, merchants, etc., that is, from the lips of third parties who told stories about the
Caspian Sea and, ancient authors made approximate sea maps... Undoubtedly, obtaining data on the Caspian
Sea as the only international sea trade transit at that time was due to the influence of the Great Silk Road,
covering the territory from Ancient China to Italy. This is evidenced by the beginning of a chapter related to
the Caspian Sea in the writings of Herodotus “according to the stories of some”.

2. The diversity of the names of the sea was influenced primarily by the presence on the coast of the
Caspian Sea of peoples professing different religions and speaking different languages. The sea “inherited”
from itself the names of states, principalities, khanates and cities located on the Caspian coast. Sometimes,
due to incorrect pronunciation or incorrect spelling of previous names, many interpretations arose, which in
historical sources are found in the most contradictory information. Although, to a large extent, an attempt to
study the history of the sea, the life and life of the peoples inhabiting it originates in the studies of the Greek
logographers of the ancient world, nevertheless, the accumulation of basic valuable information about the sea
dates back to the Middle Ages. Scientific works of Muslim authors were devoted to the cartographic prob-
lems associated with the Caspian Sea and ideas about its coast in historical geography.

3. Since the modern era (middle of the 17th century), the study of the Caspian has acquired a scientific
research character. The formation of the Russian state as an imperial state required intensive development of
the territories surrounding it. As a result of the actions taken in this direction, the Caspian Sea was mapped
by Peter the Great in the first quarter of the 18th century and subsequently the Russian State established its
influence on the Caspian Sea.

Thus, the study of the Caspian Sea was scientifically substantiated in the Russian written information
and cartographic materials of the expeditions of Peter | at the beginning of the 18th century. Planned and
comprehensive studies of the Caspian Sea are starting from this period.
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b.b. Baitmmos, A.K. ©6aenos, XK. K. Opazaesa, H.K. [lemeyoBa

I Ilerpain Kacnmii MaHbI casicaTbIHBIH KeHOIp acmekTiiepi:
XVIII f. I muperingeri sxcneauuusi skyMbICTApPbI HeTi3iHae

TapuxTblH TYpii Ke3eHAEpiHAE COJ 3aMaHAaFbl TapUXU-CAsACH IKAFNAMIBIH OCEpiHEH araybl TypJIime
esrepictepre TyckeH Kacmuii TeHi3iHIH TapUXU-reorpadUsiIblK MOCENeNiepiH 3epTTeYIiH MaHBI3BI 30p.
Maxkana Peceit, Kazakcran jxoHe mieTeniik FBUIBIMH €HOEKTEpiHE CYHEeHe OTBIPBIN JKa3bUIFaH. 3epTTeyadiH
Makcatel MeH MiHmertepi — XVIII racelp Oaceiamarbl Kacmuii TeHi3i amaOblH 3epTTEy MEH Hrepy
makcateiHmarsl | Ilerp yibIMAacThIpFaH dKCIEAUMSIAPIABIH TEHi3 Typajbl FHUIBIMH MOIiMETTep/i
JKUHAKTayAaFbl TApUXU MOHIH 3epieiey. by OoibIHIIA TEHI3 TapuXbl, TEHI3 aTaybl Typalbl MOTIMETTEpP.Ii
capanTay; TEHI3NiH TapUXU-TeorpausuIbIK JKOHE OSKOHOMHKAJBIK EpEeKIIeTiKTepi OOWBIHIIA apXuB
KOpJIapbIHaH TaOBUIFaH OpBIC CasXaTIIBUIAPBl MEH FaIbIMAAPBIHBIH Ka30ajapblHa FBUIBIMH Talgay
JKYMBICTAapBIH Kypri3zy. Kacnuii TeHi3i MEH OHBIH TapHXH-TeOrpaIsUIBIK MOCENENIepi exXeNTi TyHueaeH oepi
KONTEreH CasxaTIlbl, TAPUXIIBI, Teorpad-FaabIMIApIbIH TapUXH 3ePTTey TaKbIPHIObIHA aliHaJFaH OONATBIH.
Aropnap Herisri ke3kapactsl | Ilerp xeseHinzeri Kacowmii TeHi3i OoibiHIAa YHBIMAACTHIPBUIFAH
JKCIIEAMIMSUIApFa  ayJapa OTBIPBII, OCBl MAcele TypachlHIAa »JKa3bUIFaH KeNTereH KapTorpadusibik
MaTepHalliap MEH JepeKTepi JKyierey apKbUIbl FhUTBIMU KOPBITBIHABLIAP XKacabl.

Kinm ce30ep: Kacnmii TeHi3iHiH Kaptacel, Kacmmii TeHi3i, Tapuxu reorpadums, Tapuxu kapra, [ Ilerp
AKCIEANLUSCHL, Tapux, Kacmuii MaHbI cascatbl.
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b.b. baumog, A.JK. A6aenos, XK. K. Opazaesa, H.K. [lemeyoBa

Hekortopplie aciekTsl npukacnuiicko moautuku Ilerpa I:
Ha ocHoBe Ykcneaunuu B I yverBepTu XVIII B.

B pazHble meproasr ncTopuu 0oJbIIOE 3HaYEHHE NMEET H3YUeHNe HCTOPHKO-reorpaduieckux mpobiem Kac-
MUHACKOTO MOps, Ha3BaHHE KOTOPHIX MpEeTepHeno pa3IudyHble W3MEHEHUs I0J] BIUSHHUEM HCTOPHUKO-
MONUTHYECKOH cuTyanuu Toro BpemeHu. CTaThs HamHMcaHa HA OCHOBE POCCHUMCKHX, Ka3aXCTAHCKUX M 3apy-
OeXKHBIX HAaydHBIX TPyHOB. Lledb M 3afauu MCCIEIOBaHUS — U3y4YEHHE HMCTOPUUECKOTO 3HAYEHMS 3KCIEIH-
i, opranu3oBaHHbIX [lerpom | B mensax usydenus u ocBoeHus Oacceitna Kacrmiickoro mops Havana XVIII
B., B cOOpe HAyYHBIX JaHHBIX O MOpE: 3KCIepTH3a JJAHHBIX 10 MOPCKOIl HCTOPHH, Ha3BaHUIO MOPSI; IPOBEIe-
HHE Hay9YHOTO aHaJIM3a 3alicel pyCCKUX IIyTEIISCTBeHHUKOB U YUEHbIX, HalICHHBIX B apXUBHBIX (POHAX I10
HCTOPHKO-TeorpahMueckuM M SKOHOMHUYECKUM ocoOeHHOcTsIM Mops. Kacmmiickoe Mope M ero MCTOpHKO-
reorpadudecKre IpodIeMsbl C IPEBHUX BPEMEH CTalIM IPEAMETOM HCTOPUIECKUX NCCIEAOBAaHMH MHOTHX ITy-
TEIIECTBEHHUKOB, HCTOPHKOB, reorpadoB-ydeHbIX. ABTOPHI JeNAlOT HAyYHBIE BEIBOJBI, CHCTEMAaTHU3UPYS
MHOTOYHCIICHHBIE KapTorpauiIecKue MaTepHaibl M CBEACHHS, IEPEBOIs OCHOBHOH IOIXO0J B OPTaHU30BaH-
HBIe SKcnenunuu o Kacnmiickomy mMopio nepuona Iletpa .

Kniouesvie cnosa: kapra Kacnmiickoro mopsi, Kacmmiickoe Mope, ncropudeckasi reorpadusi, HCTOpHICCKas
KapTa, skcnenuuuu [lerpa I, uctopus, npukacnuiickas noJuTHKa.

References

1 Bukharitsin, P. (1983). Etot drevnii zagadochnyi Kaspii [This ancient mysterious Caspian]. Volga, 3 [in Russian].

2 Kasymov, A.G. (1987). Kaspiiskoe more [Caspian Sea]. Leningrad [in Russian].

3 Giul, K.K. (1956). Kaspiiskoe more [Caspian Sea]. Baku [in Russian].

4 Melikov, R. (2013). Plemia kaspiev po antichnym i drevnevostochnym istochnikam [The Caspian tribe according to ancient

and ancient Eastern sources]. Problemy istorii, filologii, kultury — Problems of history, philology, culture, 13, 217-229.
Magnitogorsk: FGBOUVO «Magnitogorskii gosudarstvennyi tekhnicheskii universitet imeni G.l. Nosovay [in Russian].

5 Kornoukhova, G.G. (2019). Rol rossiiskogo pravitelstva v razvitii kaspiiskoi torgovli s Persiei vo vtoroi polovine XIX—
nachale XX vv. [The Role of the Russian Government in the Development of Caspian Trade with Persia in the Second Half of the
19th — Early 20th Centuries]. Vestnik Rossiiskogo universiteta druzhby narodov. Seriia Istoriia Rossii — Bulletin of the Peoples’
Friendship University of Russia. Series: History of Russia, 3, 661-682 [in Russian].

6 Buniyatov, Z.M., & Velikhanova, N.M. (1988). Kaspiiskoe more v arabskikh istochnikakh [The Caspian Sea in Arabic
Sources]. lzvestiia Akademii nauk Azerbaidzhanskoi SSR. Seriia istorii, filosofii i prava — Bulletin of the Academy of Sciences of the
Azerbaijan SSR. Series of History, Philosophy and Law, 2, 128-138 [in Russian].

7 Tsiporukha, M.I. (2001). Pervaia pechatnaia karta Kaspiiskogo moria [The First Printed Map of the Caspian Sea]. Nauka v
Rossii — Science in Russia, 2, 88-93 [in Russian].

8 Kurukin, 1.V. (2010). Persidskii pokhod Petra Velikogo: nizovoi korpus na beregakh Kaspiia (1722—1735) [The Persian cam-
paign of Peter the Great: the lower corps on the shores of the Caspian Sea (1722-1735)]. Moscow [in Russian].

9 Mirzoev, M.A. (1992). Imena na kartakh Kaspiia (iz istorii izucheniia i osvoeniia) [Names on the maps of the Caspian Sea
(from the history of study and development)]. Saint Petersburg [in Russian].

10 Edilkhan, A. (2007). Istoricheskaia geografiia Mangistau [Historical geography of Mangistau]. Ogni Mangistau — Lights of
Mangistau [in Russian].

11 (2006). Qazagstan tarikhy. Entsiklopediialyq anyqtamalyq [History of Kazakhstan. Let's define an encyclopedia]. Almaty,
Aruna Ltd [in Kazakh].

12 Aliev, Sh. (2007). Istoricheskii obzor i analiz kart Kaspiiskogo moria do nachala XIX v. Administrativnye karty territorii
Azerbaidzhana i ikh izmeneniia za period 1813-1970 gg. [Historical review and analysis of maps of the Caspian Sea before the be-
ginning of the nineteenth century. Administrative maps of Azerbaijan and their changes for the period 1813-1970]. Baku [in Rus-
sian].

13 Avesta (1993). Izbrannye gimny [Selected hymns]. (.M. Steblin-Kamenskii, Trans., Preface). Moscow [in Russian].

14 Bronshten, V.A. (1988). Klavdii Ptolemei: IT vek n.e. [Claudius Ptolemy: 2nd century BC]. Moscow [in Russian].

15 Gerodot (1972). Istoriia v deviati knigakh. Perevod i primechaniia G.A. Stratanovskogo [Herodotus. History in nine books.
Translation and notes by G.A. Stratanovsky]. Leningrad [in Russian].

16 Nikonov, V.A. (1966). Kratkii toponimicheskii slovar [Short toponymic dictionary]. Moscow [in Russian].
17 Bartold, V.V. (2002). Raboty po istoricheskoi geografii [Works on historical geography]. Moscow [in Russian].
18 Dulati, M.Kh. (2003). Tarikh-i Rashidi [Tarikh-i Rashidi]. Almaty [in Kazakh].

Cepus «Uctopusa. Punocodusa». 2024, 29, 3(115) 67



B.B. Baishov, A.Zh. Abdenov et al.

19 Komekov, B.E., & lliasova, Z.S. (2011). laquttyn «Mu‘dzham al-buldan» (XIII g.) zhagrafiialyq zhinagy — Qazakstannyn
ortagasyrlar tarikhynyn deregi [Yakut's geographical collection “Mu'jam al-buldan” (XIII century) is a document of the medieval
history of Kazakhstan]. Almaty [in Kazakh].

20 Brun, F.K. (1872). Peripl Kaspiiskago moria po kartam XIV stoletiia [Periplus of the Caspian Sea according to the maps of
the 14th century]. Odessa [in Russian].

21 Nurbek, U. Shayakhmetov, Gulnar T. Mominova, & Janagul M. Omirbekova (2019). Kazakh Steppe as a Historical Geo-
graphic Phenomenonin the Worksof Russian Scientists of the XVI1I century. Bylye Gody, 54(4), 1439-1450.

22 Pochekaev, R.Yu. (2020). Participants of Russian Naval Expeditions on the Political and Legal and Socio-Economic Situa-
tion of the Turkmen of the East Caspian Region (Mid-18" — Mid-19" c.). Science Journal of Volgograd State University. History.
Area Studies. International Relations, 25(5), 42-51.

23 Baishov, B.B. (2018). Otandyq zher maselesin sheshu tarikhy Kaspii tenizi martebesin aiqyndau mysalynda [The
development of the Caspian Sea region]. Qazagstan Respublikasynyn Tungysh Presidenti — Elbasy N.A. Nazarbayevtyn strategiiasy
— onirlik damudyn draiveri: Khalgaralyq gylymi-praktikalyq konferentsiasynyn gylymi enbekter zhinagy — Strategy of the First
President of the Republic of Kazakhstan — Elbasy N.A. Nazarbayev — a Driver of Regional Development: Collection of Scientific
Papers of the International Scientific and Practical Conference (pp. 246-251), 1 (Vols. 1-2). Aktobe

24 Brikner, A.G. (1996). Istoriia Petra Velikogo [History of Peter the Great]. Vols. 1-2. Moscow, 1 [in Russian].

25 Gasanov, M.R. (2018). Kaspiiskii pokhod Petra 1 1722-1724 gg. — vazhnyi etap v razvitii rossiisko-dagestanskikh
vzaimootnoshenii [Caspian campaign of Peter | 1722-1724. — an important stage in the development of Russian-Dagestan
relations]. Voprosy istorii — History issues, 8, 62—69 [in Russian].

26 Mamedov, (Mammadov) R.F. (2006). International Legal Status of the Caspian Sea: yesterday, today, tomorrow. Baku.

27 Arkhiv Prezidenta Respubliki Kazakhstan [Archive of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan]. — F. 75-N. — Op.1. —
D. 5326. — L. 92 [in Russian].

28 Berg, L.S. (2011). Istoriia velikikh russkikh geograficheskikh otkrytii [History of the great Russian geographical discover-
ies]. Moscow [in Russian].

29 (1765). O torgakh za Kaspiiskoe more drevnikh srednikh i noveishikh vremen; vypisano iz zhurnala Ego Prevoskhoditelstva
gospodina tainago sovetnika senatora i ordena Sviatogo Aleksandra kavalera Fedora Ivanovicha Soimonova, i iz vnesennykh vo onoi
dopolnenii... G.F. Millera. Pechatana pri Moskovskikh pravitelstvuiushchago Senata Departamentakh [On trades for the Caspian Sea
in ancient, middle and modern times; excerpted from the journal of His Excellency Mr. Privy Councilor Senator and Knight of the
Order of St. Alexander Fyodor Ivanovich Soymonov, and from the additions made to it... G.F. Miller]. Moscow [in Russian].

30 Sobolev, V. (2018). Petr I: «Zelo priiatno, chto vy nas chlenom v svoiu kompaniiu izbrali»: 300 let nazad rossiiskii tsar stal
frantsuzskim akademikom [Peter I: “It is very pleasant that you elected us a member of your company”: 300 years ago the Russian
Tsar became a French academician]. Rodina — Homeland, 1, 98-101 [in Russian].

Information about the authors

Baishov Bakyt — Candidate of historical sciences, senior lecturer of the Department of History and
Religious studies, K. Zhubanov Aktobe Regional University, Aktobe, Kazakhstan; https://orcid.org/0000—
0002-6656-9596

Abdenov Aidyn — Candidate of historical sciences, Department of Geography and Tourism,
K. Zhubanov Aktobe Regional University, Aktobe, Kazakhstan; https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1271-4265

Orazaeva Zhazira — Candidate of historical sciences, Candidate of historical sciences, senior lecturer
of the Department of History and Religious Studies, K. Zhubanov Aktobe Regional University, Aktobe, Ka-
zakhstan; https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1090-8373

Demeuova Nurgul — Candidate of historical sciences, senior lecturer of the Department of Kazakh-
stan History, S. Seifullin Kazakh Agrotechnical Research University, Astana, Kazakhstan;
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6255-674X

68 BecTHuk KaparaHgmMHCKoro yHmBepcuteTa


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6656-9596
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6656-9596
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1271-4265
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1090-8373
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6255-674X

	Обложка для сайта
	Обложка_Page_2

	Титул История Философия 3-115 2024
	Содержание номер 3 2024
	ИСТОРИЯ 3 (1115) 2024 ВЕСЬ



