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The relevance of this topic is due to the peculiarities of the current stage of socio-political and cultural devel-
opment of Kazakhstan, which requires continuous modernization of the structure and content of the educa-
tional system. The study of historical experience in solving the problem of growth of the educational level of
the population is becoming increasingly important. In this connection, in the article the research of the state
policy of the USSR on creation of system of national education, struggle of Bolsheviks with illiteracy of the
population of Kazakhstan in 20-30 years of XX century is undertaken. The article analyzes the influence of
state-political concepts of the USSR development on the formation of the education system. The author
showed that the Soviet state considered the education system as a tool for building a new society, the for-
mation of a skilled working class. At the same time, the development of education is associated with such
large-scale tasks as the elimination of illiteracy. An attempt was made to trace the transformations in the edu-
cation system, to identify quantitative and qualitative indicators that characterize the formation and develop-
ment of public education in Kazakhstan. The article analyzes the state of school education on the example of
development of Russian and Kazakh schools. The article reveals the main characteristics, role and place of
general education schools in South Kazakhstan. The analysis of quantitative indicators of education system
development in the region for two decades allowed drawing a conclusion about progressive development of
school education, about constant growth of the number of students of Kazakh nationality in schools. The role
of specialized secondary and higher educational institutions of South Kazakhstan in ensuring the growth of
literacy and education of the population of the region is shown.

Keywords: history of Kazakhstan, public education, education policy, liquidation of illiteracy, school, special-
ized secondary institutions, higher educational institution, South Kazakhstan.

Introduction

The relevance of this research is determined by the need to study trends and regularities in educational
growth during the socialist period. This allows for a deeper understanding of the regularity and specificity of
the transformation of all workers and employees into active builders of a communist society. One of the most
important indicators of a population’s cultural level is literacy — the first stage of education. The notions of
literacy and education are historical categories that have had different meanings at different times, depending
on the state system and the cultural level of society. The struggle for literacy in Kazakhstan, one of the most
backward regions of Tsarist Russia before the Great October Socialist Revolution, became extremely im-
portant. The success of socialist construction in Kazakhstan, a region that had passed the capitalist stage of
development, depended largely on the level of culture and education of its population. The public education
system in Kazakhstan was part of the tsarist Russian school system and had all its shortcomings: a small
number of schools, a diversity of types due to the territorial disunity of Kazakhstan, an anti-people orienta-
tion, and the fact that the school system, in the hands of tsarism, turned into an instrument of spiritual op-
pression and a means of Russifying the masses. Despite its shortcomings, the Kazakh school system general-
ly had a positive impact on the education of the Kazakh people. It would take a revolution like the one that
took place in October 1917 to eliminate centuries of backwardness and illiteracy in Kazakhstan.

Following the Great October Socialist Revolution, conditions were created for fundamental changes in
the field of education and an increase in the cultural level of the working class. Having won political power,
the working class, under the leadership of the Communist Party, transformed the economy, developed social-
ist social relations, and strengthened the socialist state system. They also made a genuine revolution in the
field of culture. This revolution guided the people of Kazakhstan onto the broad road of historical progress
and initiated a radical restructuring of the public education system in the republic. The socialist revolution
equalized the level of education among the country’s population. Lenin’s directives and the Soviet State’s
decrees on public education were instrumental in bringing about significant changes in education and culture.
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To solve the problem of illiteracy and raise the educational level of the population, public education had to
be made accessible to the masses. A new type of school had to be created that would meet the needs of the
working class and peasantry.

This article studies the educational system in southern Kazakhstan during the 1920s and 1930s. It
should be noted that the formation and development of public education in Kazakhstan is a well-documented
topic, with a wide range of literature available, including monographs, scientific articles, and dissertations.
Therefore, the first part of this article considers the history of the development of the education system in
Kazakhstan as a whole. Then, using a regional approach, it considers the education system in southern Ka-
zakhstan. It should be noted that the regional approach in South Kazakhstan has not been sufficiently reflect-
ed in foreign or domestic historiography. In our opinion, however, it opens interesting opportunities for stud-
ying this topic.

Materials and Methods

The documents of the Communist Party and the Soviet government, which focus on issues related to
culture, enlightenment, and public education, serve not only as the methodological basis for the study but
also as a significant source for characterizing the educational level of the population. The most valuable and
direct sources for characterizing the educational level of the population in our study were the population cen-
suses of 1920 and 1926. These documents contain the most complete and accurate socio-demographic infor-
mation on the problems of the number, composition, and distribution of the population. We used digital data
from the 1920 and 1926 censuses to see how culture and public education had changed. This data also let us
study the educational level of the population based on different demographic characteristics. We used the
school census of 1927 as a historical source to understand the literacy of school — age children by main
ethnic groups, gender, age, and other demographic factors. An important part of the source base of the re-
search was the periodical press. The newspapers “Sovetskaia step” and “Kyrgyzskaia step” were used in the
work. To write the article, the author consulted documents from the Central State Archive of the Republic of
Kazakhstan. The fund 766 contains great historical material. It includes materials about the Kazakh regional
branch of the society “Down with illiteracy.”

The study’s approach is based on three principles: historicism, objectivity, and systematicity. These
principles suggest that the problem should be considered in the development and context of general historical
processes. The facts should be analyzed as a whole and in relation to each other. The article used different
methods to do this, like looking at the order of events, using statistics, thinking about the past, and thinking
about the present. Using dialectical epistemological and logical principles of methodology, a comprehensive,
holistic, systemic, and specific historical analysis was carried out to study the development of public educa-
tion in Kazakhstan in relation to the objective historical conditions and subjective factors that influenced its
formation and functioning. The historical and comparative method enabled the analysis of the educational
institution’s activities at different stages of its development in Kazakhstan during the period under considera-
tion and traced changes in state policy regarding public education. Using the historical and systemic meth-
ods, we analyzed the training of public education personnel as the main element of the public education sys-
tem.

Results

The first documents on public education from the Soviet authorities were the “Address” from People’s
Commissar for Education A.V. Lunacharsky to Russian citizens and his proclamations “To All Teachers”
and “To Students.” The “Address” stated: “In a country where illiteracy and ignorance reign, any truly dem-
ocratic authority in the field of education must set as its first goal the struggle against this gloom. It must
achieve universal literacy as soon as possible by organizing schools and introducing free education” [1; 7-8].

The Civil War and intervention destroyed the national economy and exacerbated the difficult situation
in education. In these conditions, the Soviet authorities did their best to organize children’s education at
school, since the fate of the proletarian revolution depended on it.

The main directions for reorganizing schools on democratic principles were outlined in the documents
“Regulations on the Unified Labor School of the RSFSR” and “Basic Principles of the Unified Labor
School,” which were approved by the All-Union Central Executive Committee on October 16, 1918 [1; 133].
These documents clearly defined the tasks and structure of the school and the organization of educational
and upbringing activities. The “Statute” established a two-stage school system: the first stage was a five-year
program for children aged 8 to 13, and the second stage was a four-year program for children aged 13 to 17.
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All primary and higher primary schools, gymnasiums, real schools, mektebs, madrasahs, and other types of
lower and secondary educational institutions were reorganized into stages | and Il schools with free educa-
tion.

At the VIII Congress of the RCP(b) in March 1919, great attention was paid to eliminating illiteracy.
The Party program adopted at the Congress regarded the education of the younger generation as an integral
part of constructing socialism in our country. New and significant tasks were set for public education: free
and compulsory general and polytechnic education for all children up to the age of 17, full implementation of
a unified labor school with instruction in the native language, and the joint education of children of both sex-
es. The Congress also recognized the need to organize periodic reading sessions for illiterate individuals in
schools and reading huts. To this purpose, special reading circles were created that included local teachers
[2; 48-49]. Based on the December 26, 1919 decree of the Council of People’s Commissars, the Kyrgyz
Revolutionary Committee issued an instruction titled “On the Elimination of Illiteracy in the Kyrgyz (Ka-
zakh) Region.” According to the decree, the entire population between the ages of 14 and 50 was to be edu-
cated. A registry of illiterate individuals was created, and steps were taken to open schools for them as soon
as possible [3; 102-103].

By the time the Kazakh ASSR was formed in 1920, the People’s Commissariat of Education reported a
significant number of schools established to eliminate illiteracy. In the Orenburg province, there were 1,219
schools with 40,929 students; in the Kostanay province, there were 347 schools with 7,000 students; and in
the Burket province, there were 429 schools with 12,612 students. In total, 2,412 literacy centers operated in
Kazakhstan during the 1920/21 academic year, training 72,232 people [4].

Special emergency commissions for the elimination of illiteracy were established in Kazakhstan and
throughout the country. The commissions appeared in a number of villages and auls in 1920, and by 1921, 9
regional and 40 district departments of the Extraordinary Commission for the Elimination of Illiteracy had
been established.

In the early years of Soviet power, the growth of the school network and student enrollment far exceed-
ed the rate at which teachers were prepared. Therefore, one of the most pressing issues in establishing a new
Soviet school system was the retraining of existing teachers and the preparation of new educational workers.
Initially, coursework was the only form of teacher training. Even in the early years of Soviet rule, a fairly
extensive network of teacher training courses was established in Kazakhstan. Short-term and two-year cours-
es were established in every province and district. All teacher seminaries in Verny, Akmola, Ural, Semipala-
tinsk, and Orenburg were reorganized as three-year programs.

The government of Kazakhstan announced a general mobilization of literate Kazakhs and recalled all
former educators to work in public education. As a result of these efforts, the number of teachers in schools
across the republic increased by 1,499 people in the 1920/21 academic year (compared to 3,325 in the
1914/15 academic year). Of these new teachers, 1,448 were assigned to schools of the first level [4].

The state of literacy of the population of Kazakhstan can be represented by the data of the All-Russian
census of the population made on 28 August 1920. The demographic census of 1920, which registered the
literacy of the population, considered everyone who could read and write in their native language as literate.
Students who had just entered school were counted as literate. Stating the extremely weak development of
schooling in Kazakhstan, as well as in the whole country in the pre-revolutionary period, one can foresee in
advance the low literacy rate of the population according to the 1920 census [5].

The literacy rate depended on several factors: national composition, territorial distribution, and the pro-
portion of the population that lived in urban versus rural areas. The literacy rate among urban dwellers was
much higher than among rural dwellers. The following table shows the literacy rates of Kazakhstan’s popula-
tion in 1920.

Table 1 shows the literacy rate of Kazakhstan’s population in 1920 (per 1,000 people of the correspond-
ing sex) [5].

Table 1
Population Both sexes Males Females
Urban and rural 143 191 96
Urban 435 506 371
Rural 116 163 70
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As can be seen in the table, the census results show that there were 143 literate people per thousand in-
habitants of both sexes (191 men and 96 women). In urban areas, there were 435 literate people per thousand
inhabitants of both sexes (506 men and 371 women). In rural areas, there were 116 literate people per thou-
sand inhabitants of both sexes (163 men and 70 women).

The struggle for literacy during the restoration of the national economy in Kazakhstan occupied a spe-
cial place in the history of the socialist cultural revolution. The fight against illiteracy in the republic and
throughout the country was one of the most important aspects of building socialism. As the country transi-
tioned to peacetime, cultural development took on special political and economic importance. Clearly, highly
qualified specialists, literate workers, and literate peasants were needed to raise the national economy and
successfully build a socialist society. Gradually, the Party organization, the government, and the public of
Kazakhstan began work to eliminate illiteracy. Issues related to eradicating illiteracy were discussed at party
conferences, provincial and district congresses of Soviets, non-party conferences of workers and peasants,
teacher congresses and conferences, and general worker and peasant meetings. Typically, eradicating illitera-
cy was associated with politically enlightening the masses and propagating socialist ideas among them.

The decisions of the X All-Russian Congress of Soviets and the Il All-Russian Congress for the Elimi-
nation of Illiteracy (May 1923) were of great importance for the further development of cultural and educa-
tional work and the elimination of illiteracy. The aforementioned Congresses adopted a plan to eliminate il-
literacy among the population up to 35 years of age by the 35th anniversary of October. This plan was sub-
sequently approved by the decision of the All-Russian Central Executive Committee and the Council of Peo-
ple’s Commissars of the RSFSR. According to the most recent census data, the total population of the repub-
lic is 4,781,263 individuals. Of these, 4,097,584 individuals, constituting 85.7 % of the total population, were
illiterate. This includes 1,931,630 men and 2,165,954 women. According to the plans of the People’s Com-
missariat of Education, 800,000 people were to be educated by the 10th anniversary of the October Revolu-
tion. However, the plan was only fulfilled 60 percent of the time [6; 10].

On May 13, 1925, the First All-Kazakhstan Congress was held. At this event, the results of the work
were summed up. The Society’s board of directors made a plan. They decided to work more on helping peo-
ple in the aul and village learn to read and write. They also decided to do a big campaign to teach people
about the primer in the village and aul. They will do this by having individual and group teaching. Educators,
students, and pupils will be involved. They will also try to get more Kazakh people to join the Society of
Down with Illiteracy.

The “Down with Illiteracy” society grew quickly. After the first congress of the Kazakhstan Society of
Down with Illiteracy, it had 77,800 members in 12 provinces, 23 districts, and 882 local groups. 114 points
were given for society’s efforts to eliminate illiteracy. Eight schools were opened for illiterate people [7].
The struggle to make reading and writing skills available to everyone led to an increase in the number of stu-
dents in the 1924-1925 school year. The number of students increased to 21,870 people. Of these students,
14,876 were Russian and 6,994 were Kazakh. In total, there are 933 literacy centers, including 312 in Ka-
zakhstan and 621 in Russia [8].

In Kazakhstan, as in the whole country, there were two ways to develop literacy and education: by
teaching adults to read and write, and by sending children to elementary school, which was becoming more
common and free for all students. Let’s look at how schools and students grew during the Soviet era com-
pared to the time before the revolution.

Table 2
The growth of the school network and the number of students from 1911 to 1925 [9]

Years Absolute number Percentage of previous year
Schools Secondary schools |Students Schools Students
1911 1475 11 81416
1915 1642 15 91861 111,3 112,8
1921-1922 3320 66 180732 202,2 196,7
1922-1923 1906 44 122015 57,4 67,5
1923-1924 2256 47 149507 118,3 1225
1924-1925 2624 74 185540 116,3 124,1

As can be seen from the data in Table 2, tracing the growth in the number of schools and the number of
students, we observe the same trend: the revolution gave an impetus to the development of public education.
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The year 1921 is characterized by a significant increase in the number of schools, especially secondary
schools, and an increase in the number of students in schools. As compared with 1915 in absolute numbers,
the growth in the number of schools amounted to 1678 units, the growth in the number of students — 88.9
thousand people (202.2 % and 196.7 % respectively). The number of secondary schools increased 4.4 times
(66 versus 15 in 1915).

Beginning in 1923, the network of schools was expanded and teachers’ living standards improved. The
newspaper “Kyrgyzskaya Step” wrote: “An especially important measure is the decree ensuring that teach-
ers’ salaries would not fall below 25 rubles. The teacher should not starve. He (she) needs to devote himself
entirely to educational work™ [10].

Thus, in the 20s the outlines of the general education system were clearly outlined, but the school was
still weak, lagging behind the needs of cultural construction. Elementary school prevailed: at the end of the
restoration period (1925-1926 academic year) there were 3344 schools in the republic, including only il
seven-year and Il level schools. 17720 people studied in them, including 3048 Kazakhs. In 3233 elementary
school there were 215.1 thousand pupils, more than 92 percent of all pupils, of whom 67.7 thousand or 31.5
percent were Kazakhs [9].

With the further development of the school, and especially in connection with the complication of the
tasks of socialist construction, the course system of training pedagogical personnel was replaced by pedagog-
ical technical schools and institutes of public education. As a result of these measures, the number of teach-
ers in 1925-1926 amounted to 6,223 (95.5) to 1921-1922 school year.

The demographic census of 1926 demonstrated that during the initial decade of Soviet power, the litera-
cy rate of the population of Kazakhstan exhibited a substantial increase. A comparison of the literacy rates of
the population in 1920 and 1926 reveals the period of significant growth in literacy rates.

Table 3

The following data set contains literacy rates for the population in 1920 and 1926, expressed per 1,000 people of
the corresponding sex

Population groups Census years Males Females Both sexes
Total population 1920 191 96 143
1926 248 96 174
Urban 1920 506 371 435
1926 524 368 446
Rural 1920 163 70 116
1926 223 70 149

Table 3 shows that the literacy rate in 1926 as compared with 1920 increased among the total popula-
tion by 3.1 percent (174 literate in 1926 against 143 in 1920), and among men by 5.7 percent (248 against
191 literates per thousand people). The growth of literacy in rural areas is more noticeable: among the popu-
lation of both sexes by 3.3 percent (149 people literate against 116, and among men by two percent) 223
people against 163 literates in 1920.

The results of mass adult literacy and universal primary education of children in the thirties were re-
flected in the results of the 1939 census. This is evidenced by the data in Table 4.

Table 4
Literacy of the population aged 949 years in 1926 and 1939 (in percent) [11]
Population Males Females Both sexes Males Females Both sexes
groups
Urban and rural |35,4 14,5 25,2 90,3 75,8 83,6
Urban 70,3 51,6 61,0 93,4 80,8 87,5
Rural 31,9 10,6 21,6 89,1 73,7 81,9

The table illustrates that in 1939, the literacy rate among the population aged 9-49 in Kazakhstan was
83.6 %, with males demonstrating a literacy rate of 90.3 % and females exhibiting a rate of 75.8 %. During
the inter-census period, the population’s literacy rate exhibited a substantial increase, with a 58.4 % rise
among both sexes (83.6 % vs. 25.2 %), including a 54.9 % increase among men (90.3 % vs. 25.2 %) and a
61.3 % increase among women (75.8 % vs. 14.5 %).

166 BecTHuk KaparaHgmMHCKoro yHmBepcuteTa



Development of Public Education in ...

It is important for us to consider the regional aspect of public education in Kazakhstan in the 30s of the
20th century. In this regard, we will consider the development of the education system in South Kazakhstan.
The Southern Region of Kazakhstan unites four regions: Almaty — established in 1932, Zhambyl (in 1939),
Kzylorda (in 1938) and South Kazakhstan (in 1932).

As indicated by researchers Apendiev T.A. and Asylbekova J.M., the South of Kazakhstan exhibits
notable distinctions from other regions. These include a substantial population, a predominance of rural
residents over urban residents, and a significant proportion of Kazakhs. Additionally, it is home to a notable
number of representatives from various Turkic-Muslim ethnic groups, a feature that sets it apart from other
regions of Kazakhstan. The intercensal period was characterized by a growth in the humber and specific
weight of representatives of Eastern Slavic and other European ethnic groups. Concurrently, the region
underwent an increase in the urban population, higher literacy and education levels, the formation of a new
social structure of the population, and other changes in socio-demographic development, typical for other
regions in the first two decades of the Soviet period of Kazakhstan [12; 11].

The population of the region experienced a period of rapid literacy and educational development during
the intercensal period. This development was facilitated by the metropolitan location of Almaty city within
Almaty oblast, where a significant number of secondary schools, as well as a number of technical schools
and colleges, especially higher educational institutions, were concentrated.

For example, in 1928, the first higher education institution in Kazakhstan was opened in Almaty — the
Kazakh Pedagogical Institute named after Abay, which marked the beginning of the development of higher
education in the Republic. In Almaty, a zoo-veterinary institute was opened in 1929, an agricultural institute
in 1930, a medical institute in 1931, a mining and metallurgy institute in 1932, and in 1934, the first universi-
ty in Kazakhstan was opened in Almaty — the Kazakh State University named after S. Kirov — now the
Kazakh National University named after Al-Farabi, in 1934 — the Institute of Journalism, and in 1938 — the
Law Institute. For that time, these higher education institutions of a nationwide nature were considered large
[13; 210].

The network of specialized secondary educational institutions was being developed, the number of
which from 6 in 1927 reached 51 in 1939, and the number of their students increased during these years from
1.1 thousand to 10.9 thousand. Including more than half — 38 of specialized secondary educational institu-
tions were located in Almaty city — 19 with 4.5 thousand students, and in Almaty region — 7 with 1.5 thou-
sand students. In the Kyzyl-Orda region there were 8 technical schools and other specialized secondary edu-
cational institutions with more than 1.5 thousand students, and in the Zhambyl region — 5 with 0.8 thousand
students [13; 211].

General education schools developed at the fastest rate: in the Almaty region — from 266 in 1927 to
709 in 1939, i.e., 2.6 times, the number of their students — from 18.7 thousand to 109.6 thousand, i.e., more
than 65.8 times, the number of teachers — from 535 to 4.1 thousand, i.e., 4.7 times. In the city of Almaty,
the number of schools increased almost 2.7 times (from 27 to 60), teachers — almost 7 times (from 190 to
1327) and students — 7.8 times (4.9 thousand to 38.7 thousand). In the South Kazakhstan region, the net-
work of comprehensive schools increased almost 3.5 times (from 245 to 869), the number of teachers — 8.2
times (from 523 to 4293), and students — 7.5 times (from 16.9 thousand to 128.2 thousand). In the Zhambyl
region, the number of schools increased 2.6 times (from 134 to 345), teachers — 6.4 times (from 305 to
1946), and students — 5.6 times (from 10.1 thousand to 56.8 thousand). In the Kyzylorda region, the number
of schools increased 2.2 times (from 149 to 349), teachers — 4.5 times (407 to 1824), and students — 4.3
times (from 12.4 thousand to 53.4 thousand) [13; 176].

Such a wide network of comprehensive schools, as well as the expanding system of secondary special-
ized and higher educational institutions, ensured a rapid growth in the literacy and education levels of the
region’s population in the intercensal period (1926-1939). Thus, the population of the Almaty region in-
creased its literacy level from 18.5 % to 79.3 %, Zhambyl — from 13.5 % to 73.1 %, Kyzylorda — from
25 % to 69.7 %, South Kazakhstan — from 17.2 % to 68.9 %. But despite such significant growth, the three
regions of the region as a whole lagged behind in literacy not only a number of other regions of Kazakhstan,
but also the average for the republic (76.3 %). The exception was the Almaty region, whose population in
literacy, ahead of all other 12 regions, occupied second place after the Karaganda region (83.3 %) [12; 16].

This was due not only to the low starting position in terms of education level by 1926 compared to other
regions, but also to the weak work of the region’s educational institutions at the local level. Almost the same
situation, with some fluctuations, is observed with the indicators of the region’s population in terms of sec-
ondary and higher education. The highest level of education is observed in the Almaty region: there were
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80.9 people with secondary education per 1,000 population, and 6.7 people with higher education; this was
not only higher than the average in Kazakhstan (59.9 and 4.5, respectively), but also ranked second among
14 regions of the Republic after the Karaganda region (82.8 and 9.2). The other three regions had lower sec-
ondary education indicators than the national average (59.9): Zhambyl region ranked 10th (out of 14 regions)
with 51.0 people with secondary education per 1,000 population, South Kazakhstan region ranked 9th with
53.7 people, and Kyzyl-Orda region ranked 6th with 59.2 people. In terms of higher education, Almaty re-
gion with 6.7 persons per 1,000 population occupied second place, after Karaganda (9.2), South Kazakhstan
region with 4.7 persons occupied fourth place (after the above-mentioned two regions and Aktobe region),
Kyzylorda region with 3.9 persons occupied sixth place, Zhambyl region occupied thirteenth, the penulti-
mate place, ahead of only Pavlodar region (with 3.0 persons per 1,000 population) [12; 16].

Discussion

In 1957, the work of E. Rivlin and U. Turaliev “Public Education in the Kyzylorda Region during the
Years of Soviet Power” [14] was published. The authors, who began their research by looking back at the
achievements and significance of the Soviet government in public education and remembering the legacy left
by tsarist Russia, focused on educational institutions in the Kyzylorda region before the October Revolution.
They concluded that the children of officials and wealthy residents studied in educational institutions. They
reminded that there was no secondary education institution in the territory of the Kyzylorda region. “Kazakh
children studied in religious and primary Russian-Buratian schools, which lived on the finances of their
parents,” he wrote. According to the authors, the number of students in them was 400. Then the researchers
described the history of education in the Soviet period. They focused on the state of education in the
Kyzylorda region, which was part of the Turkestan Soviet Republic until 1924, and on the decree adopted by
the Council of People’s Commissars in 1918.

In the 1960s, the issues of secondary and higher education in Kazakhstan were specifically studied and
a number of candidate theses were defended. The first of these was S. Musin’s study on the topic “From the
history of educational work of the Kazakh Soviet School of the Kazakh ASSR (1920-1936)” [15].
According to the researcher, based on the historical decisions of the Bolshevik Party, the Kazakh Regional
Party Committee made important decisions on the creation of full-fledged primary, seven-year and Kazakh
secondary schools with boarding schools and on strengthening the training of teacher personnel.

I.B. Madin’s work examines the history of correspondence pedagogical education in Kazakhstan.
According to the data presented there, 2398, including 1546 Kazakh youth, studied at two higher
pedagogical educational institutions opened in the 1920s, and in 1932 the Uralsk Pedagogical Institute was
established. In September 1934, teacher institutes were opened in Petropavlovsk and Uralsk, in January 1935
in Aktobe, in the same year in Semey, and in 1937 in Almaty and Karaganda. The first correspondence
department was opened in 1932 at the Almaty Pedagogical Institute named after Abai, and the second
correspondence department was established at the Uralsk Pedagogical Institute in the same year. Both were
transferred to the People’s Commissariat of the Kazakh ASSR and acquired republican significance. On
September 1, 1937, 2,478 people studied in the correspondence departments of pedagogical institutes and
teacher training institutes of the republic. In the indicated year, 30 teachers graduated from them. The
number of graduates increased every year. For example, in 1938, 58 people completed their studies and
received teacher qualifications, and in 1939, 65 people [16; 13].

Following the attainment of independence, the subjects of the formation and development of public ed-
ucation in Kazakhstan in the first half of the 20th century became the focus of serious research by domestic
scientists, including researchers at the doctoral and candidate levels who were engaged in the defense of their
dissertations. A number of works examined the role of the Kazakh intelligentsia in the development of public
education. Furthermore, a number of works examined the regional aspect of the topic. These works docu-
ment the emergence of national schools in Kazakhstan within the broader context of state educational policy,
offering insights into the evolution of the network of national schools. A particular emphasis is placed on the
analysis of the pedagogical preparation of educators for institutions of education at all levels. In the context
of the present study, attention is directed toward a salient feature of school education in Kazakhstan: namely,
the underrepresentation of primary classes in Kazakh schools located in rural areas, coupled with a relatively
high rate of student attrition [17], [18], [19], [20].

According to modern researchers, the development of secular education in Kazakhstan began in the
1920s, when the Bolshevik Party, which came to power, defined the implementation of the policy of cultural
revolution as one of the most important tasks in building a socialist society. One of the key components of
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this policy was the creation of a Soviet education system at all levels. Undoubtedly, this also concerned Ka-
zakhstan, which became part of the Soviet republic created by the Bolsheviks. It was the years 1917-1941
that became decisive in the development of public education both in the Soviet state as a whole and in Ka-
zakhstan [21; 129].

According to Apendiyev T.A. and Asylbekova Zh.M., in the 20-30s of the 20th century, the level of
literacy and education of the population of the South increased, although according to this, the indicators of
its region, with the exception of the capital — Almaty, significantly lagged behind the population of the
Central, Northern and other regions of Kazakhstan [12; 22].

Conclusions

The education system in Kazakhstan in the 20-30s of the 20th century was created during the imple-
mentation of the Bolsheviks’ policy of Cultural Revolution. One of the central tasks in the creation of the
new, Soviet education system was the task of forming a person of a new formation — a builder of com-
munism, selflessly devoted to the new government, the new, Bolshevik ideology. The new government clear-
ly understood the importance of the education system in building a socialist society, especially in the national
outskirts. Therefore, from the first years of its existence, serious attention was paid to public education and
the elimination of illiteracy. This is evidenced by numerous documents that allow us to trace the main events
in the creation of school education in Kazakhstan. Given the real state of affairs in the second decade of the
20th century, the creation of an education system was limited, as a rule, to the opening of incomplete sec-
ondary schools. Only from the late 1920s to the early 1930s did the process of creating second-level schools
alongside first-level schools begin, and in the mid-1930s, the republic’s leaders came to the conclusion that
there was a possibility of transitioning to 4-grade education and a seven-year school. This is possible, in par-
ticular, because secondary specialized educational institutions such as technical schools, zoo-veterinary tech-
nical schools, two-year short-term courses for training teachers, etc. are successfully operating. The system
of higher and secondary education created during the pre-war five-year plans contributed significantly to the
increase in the educational level of the population of Southern Kazakhstan. In the South of the country, high-
ly qualified specialists were trained in universities and technical schools through course training.
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XX r. 20-30 xbuagapsinaarsl OHTYCTiK KazakcTanaarsl XadabIKThIK 0UTiM Oepy

JKyleCiHIH JaMybl: TAPUXbI, KETICTIKTEPI KIHE MIcesesaepi

TakKpIpBINTHIH ©3€KTUIri OLTiM Oepy JKYHeciHiH KYpbUIBIMBI MEH Ma3MYHBIH Y3IIKCi3 JKaHFBIPTY/ABI Taall
eteTin Kas3akcTaHHBIH 9JCYMETTIK-CasCH JKOHE MOJICHHM JaMYBIHBIH Ka3ipri KEe3CHIHIH epeKIIeTiKTepiMeH
GaitaHbICTEL. XaJbIKTBIH OiTiM AEHTeHiHIH 6Cy MOCENEeCiH IIeNIyAeri TapuxH TKIPHOEeH! 3epTTeydiH pei
skorapbl. Oceiran OaitnanbicThl Makanaga KCPO-HBIH XanbIKTBIK OiTiM Oepy xyieciH Kypy, XX FachIpIbIH
20-30 xputmapsiHma OonbiieBUKTEepaiH KasakcTaH XanKbIHBIH —CayaTCBI3IBIFBIMEH Kypeci >KeHIHIeri
MEMJICKETTIK cascatbl KapacTbipbuiraH. KCPO-HBIH JaMybIHBIH MEMIICKETTIK-CasiCH TY)KbIPbIMIaMalIapbIHbIH
Oimim Oepy >KyHeciHiH KaJblITacyblHA ocepi TamganraH. ABTop KeHec memuiekeTiHiH OimiM Oepy kyieciH
JKaHa KOFaM Kypy, OUTIKTI »KYMBICIIBI TaOBIH KaJBIITACTBIPY KYPAIBl PETiHIE KapacTHIPFaHBIH KOPCETKEH.
CoHbIMEH Katap, OiniM Oepy/i aMBITY XaJIBIKTHIH CayaTCBHI3ABIFBIH JKOI CHSAKTHI ayKbIMIBl MiHAETTEpMEH
GaitnaneicTel. BinmiM Gepy »kyitecingeri esrepicrepai aHbIKTayra, KasakcraHpa XaJbIKTHIK OimiM Oepyniy
KQIBINTaCybl MEH IaMyblH CHIATTaWTBIH CaHABIK JKOHE CaNalIbIK KOPCETKIIITepIl aHBIKTayFa opeKeT
skacangsl. OpeIC XKOHE Ka3aK MEKTENTEpiHiH AaMybl MbICAalbIHIAa MEKTeN OUTIMiHIH Kal-KyHiHe capamTama
skacanrad. OHTycTik Ka3akcTaHHBIH jKanmsl OiliM OepeTiH MEKTeNTepiHiH Heri3Ti cuiaTTaManapbl, peiii MeH
OpHBI aHBIKTAJIBL. OHipAe XKHUbIpMa Kb O0WbI OiTiM Oepy >KYHECiH NaMBITYABIH CAaHIBIK KOPCETKIIITepiH
Tangay MeKTenTeri OutiM OepyaiH yaeMeni Tamybl, MEKTeNTepAeri YITh Ka3aK OKYIIbIap CaHBIHBIH yAaiibl
ecyi Typaibl KOPBITBIH/BI XKacayra MyMKiHAiK Oepai. OHTycTik KazakcTaHHBIH OpTa apHayYIbI KOHE )KOFaphl
OKY OpPBIHIApBIHBIH aiiMaK XaJKbIHBIH CayaTThUIBIFBI MCH OiiM JEHTeiliHiH 6CyiH KaMTaMachl3 eTy/eri pedi
KOpCeTii.

Kinm ce30ep: KazakcTaH Tapuxbl, XaJIBIKTHIK OifiM Oepy, OiTiM callachIHIaFbl CasiCaT, CayaTChI3BIKTHI XKOIO,
MEKTeTI, apHaifbl opTa OiTiM MekeMenepi, )orapsl 0Ky opsiHAapbl, OHTYcTiK KasakcraH.

M.T. Tyrenona

HCTOPHS, YCIIeXU U MPO00OJIeMbl

AKTyaJIbHOCTb JJAHHOHU TEMbI 00YCJIOBJI€Ha OCOOEHHOCTSIMU COBPEMEHHOTO TaIa COLHAIbHO-TIOJIUTHYECKOTO
M KyJbTypHOTO pa3ButHs Ka3axcrana, TpeOyromiero HenpepblBHONH MOJCPHU3ALNH CTPYKTYPHI U COJIePIKAHHUS
oOpazoBaTenbHOH  cucTeMbl. V3yuyeHHe HCTOPUYECKOrO0 OIbITA B  pelleHud NpoOieMbl  pocTa
00pa30BaTeNIbHOrO YPOBHS HACEJIEHHS NPHOOPETAaeT BCe BO3DPACTAIOLLYIO POJib. B CBA3M C 3THM, B craThe
HpEeIIPHHATO HccienoBanue rocynapcrsenHoi monutukn CCCP mo co3gaHmio CHCTeMBI HapoIHOTO 00paso-
BaHMs, OOpHOBI OOJBIICBHKOB C HErpaMOTHOCThIO Hacenenus: Kazaxcrana B 20-30-e roger XX Beka. B cratse
JaeTcsl aHaM3 BIMSIHUS TOCYJapCTBEHHO-TIONHTHYEeCKNX KoHuenui pa3sutuss CCCP Ha craHoBIeHHE CHC-
TeMbI 00pa3oBaHusl. ABTOp MOKa3ajl, YTO COBETCKOE FOCYIapCTBO PacCMaTpPHBAJIO CHCTEMY 00pa30BaHUS Kak
MHCTPYMEHT TIOCTPOCHHsI HOBOTO 00IecTBa, popMHpoBaHHs KBaIH(UIMPOBaHHOTO pabodero kiacca. B To
KE BpEMs, pa3BUTUC 06pa3OBaHI/Iﬂ CBSI3aHO C TAKHUMHM MacCIITaOHBIMU 3a/ladyaMM, KakK JIMKBUOALKUA HErpamMoT-
HOCTH HACCJICHHUA. l_lpeﬂnpmmTa MOIBITKA IMPOCICAUTD npeoGpasoBaHI/m B CHUCTEMEC O6paSOBaHPI${, BBISIBUTH
KOJIMYECTBEHHBIC M KaYeCTBEHHBIC MIOKA3aTelH, XapaKTepU3yIOIIie CTAHOBJICHHE U Pa3BUTHE HAPOIHOTO 00-
paszoBanus B Kazaxcrane. JlaH aHaIM3 COCTOSHUS MIKOJIBHOTO 00pa30BaHMs HA IIPUMEPE PAa3BUTHUS PYCCKHX U
Ka3aXCKHUX IIKOJ. B craTbe BBIABIEHBI OCHOBHBIE XapaKTEPHCTUKH, POJIb M MECTO 00IeoOpa3oBaTeNIbHBIX
mkon KOxnoro Kazaxcrana. AHanm3 KOJMYECTBEHHBIX ITOKa3aTeNeil pa3BUTHS CHCTEMBI 00pa30BaHMS B pe-
THOHE Ha MPOTSDKEHUH ABYX JIECATHICTHH ITO3BOJIMII CJIENIaTh BHIBOA O ITOCTYIATEIHHOM Pa3BUTHH IIKOJIBHO-
ro 00pa3oBaHMs, O TIOCTOSTHHOM POCTE KOJIMYECTBA yYaIINXCs Ka3aXxCKOW HAllMOHAIBHOCTH B mIKonax. [Toka-
3aHa POJIb CPEAHUX CIELHUAJIBbHBIX M BBHICIIBIX Y4eOHbIX 3aBeneHuil IOxxHoro Kasaxcrana B obOecmeueHun
pocTa ypoBHsI TPaMOTHOCTH M 00pa30BaHUsI HACEJICHUS PETHOHA.
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Kniouesvie cnosa: wucropusi Kazaxcrana, HapomHoe oOpa3oBaHue, IOJHTHKa B cdepe oOpa3oBaHus,
JMKBUIALMS HETPAaMOTHOCTH, IIKOJA, CPEIHHE CIICHMalbHbIC 3aBEACHUS, BbICLIee yueOHOE 3aBEACHHUE,
IO>xnb1i Kazaxcran.
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