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Foreign policy course of Independent Kazakhstan 

With the acquisition of sovereignty, the republic faced the need to develop and implement its own foreign 
policy. The concept of Kazakhstan's foreign policy was determined by the President of the Republic 
N.A. Nazarbayev in his work «Strategy of the formation and development of Kazakhstan as a sovereign 
state», published in May 1992. «The main goal of foreign policy», it says, «is the formation of a favorable ex-
ternal environment and support for the country's stable development on the basis of political and economic re-
forms». The authors consider the long way that Kazakhstan has traveled since independence. The multi-
vector foreign policy of Kazakhstan, emerged at the dawn of independence, was able to contribute to the 
strengthening of sovereignty and statehood, the country's entry into the system of international relations and 
world economic relations. Over the years, the Republic has become a full member of the international com-
munity. Its initiatives have almost always received international support and were put into practice. The Re-
public established stable and predictable relations with all neighbors. There is an international image of the 
republic as a serious and reliable partner. 
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One of the most successful post-Soviet republics, the Republic of Kazakhstan, in just 21 years of its in-

dependence is widely recognized in the modern world and has become an important player in complex glob-
al politics. At the same time, the country's economy is developing successfully, its numerous bilateral rela-
tions are successfully developing with almost all countries of the world, including with the countries of the 
Arabian Gulf region. 

Over the years of independence, Kazakhstan has achieved significant foreign policy successes in the 
world arena, has become an authoritative and responsible member of the world community. 

The chairmanship of the Republic of Kazakhstan in the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, the Eurasian Economic Community, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation, the Collective Security Treaty Organization and the Turkic Council has become a tes-
tament to the high international prestige of the state in recent years. 

Priority in the foreign policy of Kazakhstan was given to the relations with Russia. This is understanda-
ble. Russia accounted for 66 % of all that Kazakhstan imported from abroad at the time of independence. In 
turn, Kazakhstan supplied to Russia more than two thirds of its exports, with 80 % of exports being raw ma-
terials and semi-finished products. Of all agricultural products, 40 % was supplied to Russia. In 2000, Russia 
continued to be the main economic partner of Kazakhstan: the 1-st place both in exports and imports [1]. 

Trade and economic relations between Russia and Kazakhstan: 
− of the 89 regions of the Russian Federation, 72 have trade and economic ties with the Republic of Ka-

zakhstan, 
− the most active participants in foreign trade with Kazakhstan are the border regions of Russia, 
− on the whole, 80 % of Russia's foreign trade turnover with Kazakhstan falls on 16 regions of the Rus-

sian Federation out of 72, 
− an important place in the Russian-Kazakh ties is cross-border cooperation, which accounts for 71.5 % 

of the total turnover, 
− Omsk, Orenburg, Astrakhan, Chelyabinsk, Novosibirsk regions and the Altai territory most actively 

develop trade and economic ties with the border regions of Kazakhstan, 
More than 300 joint ventures operate in the Russian-Kazakh border zone, interstate associations such as 

Kazrokhrom, Koksohim, an automobile complex based on the UralAz and Kustanai diesel plant. 
Cooperation in oil and gas and energy: 
− intergovernmental agreement of 2010 «On trade and economic cooperation in the field of oil and oil 

products supplies»; 
− in the oil and gas industry, cooperation is also developing along the lines of joint development of Ka-

zakhstan deposits; 
− Russia takes the fourth place in projects on subsoil use in the territory of the Republic of Kazakhstan; 
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− investments in this sector are represented by two Russian investors — ANK Bashneft and OAO 
LUKOIL. 

Cooperation in the field of transport and communications: 
− the most promising areas for the development of bilateral relations between Kazakhstan and Russia; 
− both states in the context of the development of transport cooperation are of strategic importance for 

each other, 
− Kazakhstan and Russia are closely connected by transport communications. 
Development of Russian-Kazakh trade and economic relations in 2014: 
− Kazakhstan in the trade turnover of Russia took 11th place among all Russian foreign trade partners, 

and Russia — the 1st place in Kazakhstan's trade with other countries; 
− according to the information of the Financial and Trade Union (FCS) of Russia, this indicator in the 

past 2014 grew by 2.8 % and amounted to 26.5 billion dollars; 
− the share of machinery and technical products in Russian exports was 24 %, fuel and energy products 

— 29 %, metals — 16 %; 
− in the Kazakhstani deliveries to Russia, the chemical industry products account for 14 %, machine 

and technical products — 10 %, metals — 24 %, fuel and energy — 41 %. 
Investment cooperation: 
− 20 large Russian companies, such as OAO Gazprom, OAO LUKOIL, Rusal, Mechel OAO, 

AvtoVAZ, EuroChem; 
− in 2014, special attention was paid to the implementation of investment projects between Russian and 

Kazakh companies in the field of economic modernization; 
− according to experts, in 2014 the gross inflow of direct Russian investments into the economy of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan amounted to 1.3 billion dollars; 
− in 2014, 14 large investment projects were realized for a total of $ 1.9 billion, at the same time, there 

were 12 projects worth $ 16.1 billion at various stages of implementation, and 7 projects worth $ 277 
million were planned for the future; 

Prospects for cooperation in the investment sphere: 
− in the field of electric power industry, the main result of cooperation is the creation of a competitive 

and liquid general electricity market within the framework of the Unified Energy System by 2019; 
− cooperation in the aviation industry, in the space sphere and in the peaceful use of atomic energy can 

also be identified among the promising areas; 
Development of small and medium business: 
− currently, about 10,500 representative offices and enterprises with the participation of Russian capital 

are registered in the republic. Five years ago this figure was 4 thousand; 
− entering Kazakhstan, the Russian enterprise becomes not only an employer, but also a Kazakh tax-

payer; 
− Eurasian integration allows minimizing costs, increasing the scale of production and expanding the 

scientific and technological base of the participating countries. This will activate the scientific and 
technical potential of Kazakhstan and restore the production of high-tech products with high added 
value; 

− in turn, Kazakhstani enterprises have established the supply of their products to Russia: JSC «Kaynar 
AKB» — a factory for the production of batteries in Taldykorgan, Kentau Transformer Plant, JSC 
«Rakhat», Almaty Fan Factory, Almaty Heavy Machinery Plant (pipe-rolling equipment), 
Stepnogorsk Bearing Plant [2]. 

The deliveries of cargo vehicles assembled at the Kazakhstan enterprise are arranged. 
Cooperation in the field of security and military-technical sphere: 
− Kazakhstan and Russia already have a legal framework for cooperation in the military-technical 

sphere, which includes both bilateral agreements and participation in multilateral cooperation struc-
tures, such as the CSTO and the SCO. 

− at present, military equipment and property, components and equipment are being supplied on a bilat-
eral basis. 

− issues of joint activities on the use and development of the technical and production potential of the 
Baikonur cosmodrome, the issues of increasing the participation of Kazakhstan specialists in scien-
tific projects at the cosmodrome. 
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The countries of Europe occupy one of the key places in the multi-vector policy of Kazakhstan. This is 
noted in many agreements and documents. Diplomatic relations between Kazakhstan and the European Un-
ion were established at the beginning of 1993, and already at the end of the year, the Kazakhstan Mission to 
the EU in Brussels was opened. 

Kazakhstan occupies an insignificant share in the EU turnover, although it is its main partner in the 
CAR. According to the results of 2012, the main trade partners of the EU — the USA, China and Russia ac-
counted for 40 % of foreign trade, or 14.1 %, 8.6 % and 17.3 % respectively. The share of Kazakhstan in 
2012 amounted to 0.7 % of the EU trade. For Kazakhstan, the EU is a key trading partner along with Russia, 
China and Ukraine, which now account for more than 75 % of Kazakhstan's total foreign trade. 

Relations with key partners of Kazakhstan are of a stable nature, and deviations in the dynamics of 
trade turnover are largely related to changes in the world economic conjuncture in the mineral resources 
market. The EU countries occupy the largest share in the total trade turnover of Kazakhstan. In 2012, the 
share of the EU in the turnover, exports and imports of the Republic of Kazakhstan amounted to 32.5, 39.4 
and 28.5 %, respectively [3]. 

The nature of trade relations with European countries is determined, on the one hand, by the depend-
ence of Europe on external energy resources, with another underdevelopment of the Kazakhstan market of 
manufactured goods. At the same time, the dynamics of trade relations between Kazakhstan and the Europe-
an Union has a different character. So, for the period since 2005, there is no pronounced tendency to change 
the share of Europe in Kazakhstan's exports and imports, while in the European exchange of goods for the 
same period, the tendency of increasing the share of export-import transactions of Kazakhstan, which may, 
with some reservations, degree of interest in trade cooperation with the European side. 

The main European trading partners of Kazakhstan are Italy, France, the Netherlands, Germany, Austria 
and the United Kingdom. They account for 75.5 % of Kazakhstan's trade with the EU. The largest European 
buyer of Kazakhstan's products is Italy, which accounts for 30 % of Kazakhstan's exports to the EU coun-
tries, the main European supplier of goods for Kazakhstan is Germany, whose share in the total volume of 
Kazakhstan's imports is 26.3 %. 

The share of the European five largest trading partners of Kazakhstan today accounts for more than half 
of the 50.7 % of foreign direct investment in the country. In total, the flow of foreign direct investment from 
the EU countries determines the positive dynamics of the total volume of FDI's gross receipts to Kazakhstan, 
regardless of the situation on the world financial market, especially in the period from 2007 to 2009, when 
the inflow of direct investment from other investors tended to reduction [4]. 

There was a tendency to strengthen not only trade but also investment cooperation between the Europe-
an Union and Kazakhstan, although the sharp outflow in recent years of Kazakhstan's capital in general, and 
in particular to the EU countries, is only partially explained by investment in the production sector, since the 
bulk of investments accounted for trade cars and real estate transactions. 

The EU's trade relations with its main partners are largely determined by its needs in external energy re-
sources, and Kazakhstan is no exception, as evidenced by statistics on the commodity structure of EU ex-
ports and imports to the outside world and Kazakhstan. Thus, the largest share in the commodity structure of 
exports and imports of the countries of the European Union falls on two product groups: machinery, equip-
ment, vehicles 7 group; mineral products 3 group. 

It should be noted that Kazakhstan is becoming an increasingly active participant in world trade. How-
ever, in the commodity structure of Kazakhstan's exports to the European Union countries, the bulk of the 
share is accounted for by mineral raw materials, which corresponds to 89.3 %, and in the import from the 
countries of the European Union to Kazakhstan, machinery, equipment and vehicles account for 55.2 %. 

For both groups of goods, the Kazakh share in exports and imports with the EU countries exceeds their 
average European value. This indicates, on the one hand, the already formed mutual interest in strengthening 
the existing structure of trade between the EU and Kazakhstan and expanding the potential of cooperation, 
on the other hand, the raw material nature of the economy of Kazakhstan, the need to change the sectoral 
structure and diversify exports in accordance with the Program of Forced Industrialization of Kazakhstan 
economy [5]. 

So, since 2000 the commodity structure of Kazakhstan's exports and imports has not undergone signifi-
cant changes, mineral products predominate in the main range of export goods and intermediate industrial 
demand goods and investment goods — in the import. 

Thus, the trade relations of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the European Union are stable and have an 
economic future, conditioned by the nature of the development of the European and Kazakh markets, the 
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specifics of the development of the European demand for energy resources and the features of Kazakhstan's 
international specialization. Nevertheless, the existing structure of commodity exchange does not meet the 
economic interests and prospects of Kazakhstan due to the need to implement the strategic goals of forced 
industrial-innovative development. The European Union, on the contrary, is economically interested in pre-
serving the existing asymmetric structure of trade turnover before solving the problem of dependence of its 
economy on external energy resources. 

The main task of Kazakhstan in promoting the idea of «Eurasianism» at the present stage is seen by us 
in providing the conditions for the formation of common strategic approaches from the European Union and 
Russia both on the implementation of the «single Eurasian continental project» with the participation of Ka-
zakhstan as the main subject of government and projects on economic integration of the Central Asian re-
gion. 

The formation of the concept of the relationship between the European Union and the new independent 
states began with the adoption in December 1992 by the heads of state and government of the EU member 
states of the Declaration of readiness to promote the process of democratization in the post-Soviet space. The 
agreements on partnership and cooperation of the PCA, signed in 1996 with Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uz-
bekistan, confirmed the mutual interest of the parties in strengthening bilateral contacts. At the initial stage, 
the cooperation of the European Union with the Central Asian states was carried out within the framework of 
the TACIS program. The transition to a fundamentally new level of cooperation in EU relations with Central 
Asian countries began with the official approval in 2007 of the «Strategy for a New Partnership for the Peri-
od Until 2013». 

To date, the EU's interest in the CAR countries, and in particular the RK, is due to two main reasons: 
first, it is obvious that in the process of implementing the EU's strategic interests in Central Asia, priority is 
given to issues of its own energy security. Diversification of energy sources, along with the development of a 
strong domestic market and environmental issues, is one of the three main priorities of the European energy 
policy. Interest in Central Asian hydrocarbons is due to the possibility of creating an alternative to depend-
ence on US-controlled Middle East oil fields and on Russian energy diktat by 2030, when Europe plans to 
import 90 % of gas and 70 % of oil needed for domestic consumption; Secondly, Kazakhstan plays a new 
political and economic role in the region as a vehicle for the concept of «Eurasian centrism», based on the 
principles of unified continental security in all its dimensions [6]. 

Kazakhstan is interested in cooperation with European states on political, social, economic parameters. 
A feature of the current stage of relations between Kazakhstan and the European Union is, in our view, the 
willingness of both sides to review existing cooperation strategies in the light of the prevailing transcontinen-
tal realities. 

New European initiatives within the framework of the Strategy for the CAR countries are linked by a 
number of European experts with the need to adopt a new version with a clearer list of the real tasks of the 
EU in the CAR aimed at: strengthening all-round cooperation with Kazakhstan as the key country in the re-
gion that seeks to strengthen ties with the EU and acquiring a new quality in the light of the successful 
chairmanship of the OSCE; ensuring European energy security, diversification of energy supplies in the face 
of the existing danger of losing the leading positions of the EU in the regional market and the harmonization 
of the European energy policy with the energy policy of the countries of the region in this regard; implemen-
tation of a new concept of regional cooperation with the CAR countries towards developing relations with 
neighboring countries outside the region — Eastern Europe, Russia, China, South Asia. The Asian vector, 
according to experts, will provide a comprehensive view on the issue of regional partnership in Central Asia, 
which will help to include this region in a broader geopolitical context and provide prerequisites for the 
emergence of a common Eurasian strategy. 

For Kazakhstan, the European Union is today and remains in the future the main strategic partner in en-
suring regional-Eurasian economic security. Therefore, in our opinion, the «way to Europe» for Kazakhstan 
presupposes, first of all, the expansion of the Eurasian space for the CAR countries, which, on the basis of a 
coordinated position on the issues of sustainable development of the region, could in the long term proceed 
to the implementation of joint European-Central Asian economic projects . On this aspect, it is advisable to 
pay attention in the process of implementing the «advanced partnership» project [7]. 

Kazakhstan with the European Union, it is also necessary to bear in mind the EU's interest in the mem-
bership of the republic in the WTO. Kazakhstan and the European Union are ready for a new stage in the 
development of economic relations. In our opinion, the Kazakhstan strategy regarding the EU should be con-
sidered as an integral part of the overall Kazakhstan-European economic partnership strategy. To do this, it is 
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necessary to take the following measures: Coordinate regional positions on issues of European cooperation 
with CAR countries. Identify common priorities for economic cooperation for the transition from the EU's 
bilateral cooperation with the countries of the region to the region-wide format of cooperation. Formulate 
proposals for the program for the development of economic relations between the SES countries and the EU. 
To participate in the development of a strategy for the development of the Eurasian continental geo-
economics. Ensure the interests of the CARs in the process of forming new general Eurasian strategic goals 
in the economic sphere. 

Thus, Kazakhstan can become an equal partner of the EU, which becomes evident in the context of the 
new geo-economic situation in Eurasia and the prospects for regional integration in the format of the SES 
and the CAR. Kazakhstan has a clear position on the prospects for cooperation with the EU countries, which 
remains its key partner. 

Kazakhstan and the European Union are mutually interested in strengthening partnerships and are ready 
to review and adjust economic cooperation strategies. The common strategic interests of the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan and the EU in Eurasia are related to two continental projects, in which both sides are interested in 
one way or another: the single Eurasian continental project and the project of a single integrated space in 
Central Asia. 

For Kazakhstan, it is important to adjust the strategic objectives of cooperation and ways to achieve 
them in accordance with the expected consequences of the ongoing policy of EU enlargement, the creation of 
the CES, and prospects for economic integration in Central Asia. Implementation of the project «United 
Continental Economic Space» is not possible without the participation of the Republic of Kazakhstan and 
should be implemented in stages. For the Republic of Kazakhstan, the main task of the first stage is to pro-
vide the conditions for the formation of common strategic approaches from the EU and the Russian Federa-
tion both on the implementation of the «single Eurasian continental project» with the participation of the 
ROK as the main subject of governance and in relation to projects on economic integration of the CAR [8]. 

Trade relations between Kazakhstan and the European Union are determined by the prospects for the 
development of the European and Kazakhstan markets, the specifics of the development of the European 
demand for energy resources and the features of Kazakhstan's international specialization. The existing struc-
ture of commodity exchange does not meet the economic interests and prospects of Kazakhstan. The Euro-
pean Union, on the contrary, is economically interested in preserving the existing asymmetric structure of 
trade turnover before solving the problem of dependence of its economy on external energy resources. 

Kazakhstan is to realize its long-term economic interests in Europe in accordance with the specifics: the 
EU strategy for regional integration; mutual commodity exchange between the Republic of Kazakhstan and 
the EU; Kazakhstan international specialization and the program of forced development of industry in Ka-
zakhstan; the European situation in the energy sector; modern Eurasian policy [9]. 

Representative offices of 18 Chinese companies are accredited in Kazakhstan, and about 70 joint ven-
tures operate. The Chinese oil and gas company won a tender to sell 60 percent of Aktobe munai gas shares 
and is the winner of a similar competition for the Uzen oil field. The parties are working on documents on 
the construction of pipelines from, Western Kazakhstan to the border of the PRC and towards Iran. Xinjiang 
Design Institute won a tender for the best project for the construction of a new gas processing plant with a 
capacity of up to three million tons per year and the reconstruction of the Zhanazhol plant. Started traffic on 
the second air corridor — from the Kazakh Ayaguz to the Chinese Fukana [10]. 

The Agreement on Cultural Relations is also working more fully, on the basis of which contacts are be-
ing built between ministries and departments of the humanitarian sphere. As is expressed by diplomats, a 
stable and progressive character also acquires cooperation in the field of tourism and sports. 

The main directions of the domestic policy of Kazakhstan are declared: the increase in the well-being of 
citizens, the strengthening of statehood, the modernization of society, intra-national unity and interethnic 
harmony [11]. 

The internal political life of Kazakhstan is built mainly on the liberal-socialist model, due to the fact 
that the authorities of Kazakhstan actually carry out the socialist planning of the country's economic and po-
litical life, but at the same time they allow for active market relations, which is very similar to the Chinese 
model. For corruption crimes and betrayal of the motherland in Kazakhstan, very severe punishments are 
provided. 

Kazakhstan's foreign policy is based on historical and geopolitical traditions, economic priorities and 
strategic expediency. 
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Priority in the foreign policy of Kazakhstan was given to relations with Russia. This is understandable. 
Russia accounted for 66 % of all that Kazakhstan imported from abroad at the time of independence. In turn, 
Kazakhstan supplied to Russia more than two thirds of its exports, with 80 % of exports being raw materials 
and semi-finished products. Of all agricultural products, 40 % was supplied to Russia. In 2000, Russia con-
tinued to be the main economic partner of Kazakhstan. 

Thus, the trade relations of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the European Union are stable and have an 
economic future, conditioned by the nature of the development of the European and Kazakh markets, the 
specifics of the development of the European demand for energy resources and the features of Kazakhstan's 
international specialization. Nevertheless, the existing structure of commodity exchange does not meet the 
economic interests and prospects of Kazakhstan due to the need to implement the strategic goals of forced 
industrial-innovative development. The European Union, on the contrary, is economically interested in pre-
serving the existing asymmetric structure of trade turnover before solving the problem of dependence of its 
economy on external energy resources [12]. 
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Г.Т. Едгина, Р.М. Жумашев 

Тəуелсіз Қазақстанның сыртқы саясаты 

Егемендік алғаннан кейін Қазақстан өз сыртқы саясатын əзірлеп, жүзеге асыру қажеттілігіне тап 
болды. 1992 жылы мамыр айында Елбасының «Тəуелсіз мемлекеттің құрылуы мен дамуы 
стратегиясы» еңбегі арқылы Республиканың сыртқы саясат тұжырымдамасы бекітілді. Сыртқы 
саясаттың негізгі мақсаты, қолайлы сыртқы ортаны қалыптастыру, елдің саяси жəне экономикалық 
реформалар негізінде тұрақты дамуын қолдау. Авторлар Қазақстанның тəуелсіздік алғаннан бері 
жүріп келе жатқан ұзақ жолын қарастырды. Тəуелсіздіктің басында пайда болған Қазақстанның 
көпвекторлы сыртқы саясаты егемендікті жəне мемлекеттілікті нығайтуға, елдің халықаралық 
қатынастар жүйесіне жəне əлемдік экономикалық қатынастарға кіруіне үлес қосқан. Көптеген жылдар 
бойы республика халықаралық қауымдастықтың толыққанды мүшесі болды, оның бастамалары 
əрдайым халықаралық қолдауды алды жəне тəжірибеге енгізілді, барлық көршілермен тұрақты жəне 
болжамды қатынастар орнатты. Республиканың халықаралық имиджі елеулі жəне сенімді серіктес 
ретінде танымал болып қалыптасты. 

Кілт сөздер: Республика Қазақстан, Президент, тарих, мемлекет, қарым-қатынас, əлем, саясат, 
шетелдік. 
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Г.Т. Едгина, Р.М. Жумашев 

Внешнеполитический курс независимого Казахстана 

С обретением суверенитета республика столкнулась с необходимостью выработки и проведения соб-
ственной внешней политики. Концепции внешней политики Казахстана были определены Президен-
том Республики Н.А. Назарбаевым в его работе «Стратегия становления и развития Казахстана как 
суверенного государства», вышедшей из печати в мае 1992 г. «Основная цель внешней политики, — 
указано в ней, — формирование благоприятной внешней среды и поддержки для стабильного разви-
тия страны на основе политических и экономических реформ». Авторы рассматривают большой путь, 
пройденный Казахстаном с момента обретения независимости. Многовекторная внешняя политика 
Казахстана, появившаяся на заре независимости, смогла поспособствовать укреплению суверенитета 
и государственности, вхождению страны в систему международных отношений и мирохозяйственных 
связей. За прошедшие годы республика, чьи инициативы практически всегда получали международ-
ную поддержку и осуществлялись на практике, стала полноправным членом международного сообще-
ства, установила стабильные и предсказуемые отношения со всеми соседями. Сложился международ-
ный имидж республики как серьезного и надежного партнера. 

Ключевые слова: Республика Казахстан, Президент, история, правительство, отношения, мир, полити-
ка, иностранные. 
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