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The article is devoted to the analysis of the Soviet historiography (1941–1964), problems of the participation 
of women of Kazakhstan in the Great Patriotic War. New approaches to the study of the period of  
1941–1945, as well as the role of women of Kazakhstan in the war require a clear understanding of the 
achievements and gaps of the Soviet historiography. Three stages of the problem under study in the Soviet 
historical science are considered: I — the war itself, II — the first post-war decade; III — after the XX Con-
gress of the Communist Party, from the mid-1950s to the mid-1960s. Such periodization is explained by con-
crete historical, political and ideological conditions characteristic of each period. The authors highlight the 
process of incrementing scientific knowledge on women's issues at every historiographic stage. The main 
characteristics and features of the Soviet historiography are noted; the methodological foundations, achieve-
ments and limits of the research are shown. The authors come to the conclusion that during the period under 
study, a special study on the women of the republic at the front and in the rear during the war did not appear. 
In this regard, it became necessary to conduct such studies on the basis of new methodological approaches 
and rethink accumulated knowledge. 
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Such issues as the participation of women of Kazakhstan in the defense of the country, their contribu-
tion to the victory in the Great Patriotic War continue to attract close attention of historians. The relevance of 
the research is connected with the need to reassess the military and labor feat of women of Kazakhstan in the 
context of the processes and events of the war years. In the extreme conditions of war, all life standards and 
the foundations of peacetime were broken. There was a sharp drop in the standard of living, the deterioration 
of the living and working conditions of the female population. In fact, women were equated to men, regard-
less of the features of the female body. To a large extent, the increased interest in the study of the female as-
pect in the war is determined by the needs of filling the existing gaps in the historical knowledge of Kazakh-
stan. Thus, in the historiography of Kazakhstan, the problems of motherhood and childhood during the war 
years, the impact of war on women, and the practice of their survival under extreme conditions are almost 
not studied. In this connection, the need for a critical rethinking of the accumulated Soviet historiographic 
experience of women's participation in the war has arisen. 

In the Soviet historiography of the problem of the participation of women of Kazakhstan in the Great 
Patriotic War, it is necessary to distinguish three stages: the period of 1941–1945 is a military one; the period 
of 1945–1956 is a post-war period; the period after the XX Congress of the Communist Party (1956–1964). 
Such an approach, in our opinion, is applicable to the analysis of the historiography of the problem being 
studied, since its study was closely related to the general trends in the development of historical knowledge. 
Kazakhstani historiography of the Great Patriotic War has advantages and disadvantages of the all-union his-
toriography. Thus, the analysis of the patriotic activity of women at the front and in the rear was carried out 
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on the basis of the Marxist-Leninist worldview, in the historical party and political propaganda. Soviet histo-
riography was dogmatic in nature. It was characterized by integrity and unity of views. Women's issues were 
developed in the general context of the official military historiography formulated by J.V. Stalin. 

A characteristic feature of the first period is the accumulation of factual material, the creation of popular 
research propaganda articles and brochures on military historical topics, lecture and propaganda activities in 
military units at the front and rear, in hospitals and enterprises. The task of covering the patriotic struggle of 
the Soviet people at the front and in the rear of the enemy, labor heroism, has come to the fore in the press. 
In central newspapers, these topics had the most significant part of newspaper space, for example, Pravda 
had from 79 to 82 % in different periods of wartime, Krasnaya Zvezda had from 73 to 79 % [1; 3]. The liter-
ature published was ideologically aimed at fulfilling the main task of wartime, i.e. the defeat of fascism. 
At this stage, women's issues did not become the object of study. In the all-union historical essays, historical 
and journalistic articles there is a factual material about the participation of women in industrial production, 
the contribution of women in the development of agriculture, the patriotic movement [2]. Hundreds 
of researchers have described the mass heroism of Soviet women, their unparalleled dedication. Their goal 
was to create a generalized image of the Soviet female patriots in the defense of their Homeland, the work-
ing-heroines, without showing the contradictions and difficulties of the status of women in this period. 

During the years of the Great Patriotic War, about 150 books, brochures and journal articles were pub-
lished in Kazakhstan [3; 25]. The historiography of Kazakhstan at that stage had the same characteristic fea-
tures as those of all-union works. The following collections that came out during the war are of certain value: 
«Kazakhstan in the first year of the Great Patriotic War against the Nazi invaders» (1943), «Letters from the 
front» (1944), «Heroes of the Soviet Union, people of Kazakhstan» (1945) [4]. They are written on the mate-
rials of periodicals and official documents. These publications were predominantly agitational and propagan-
distic in nature and touched upon only separate items on the contribution of women to the victory over fas-
cism [5]. 

The second stage works, published in the first post-war decade, were written on a wider documentary 
basis [6]. These contain the elements of research. In the period of 1946–1955 about 1200 books, brochures 
and articles were published in various areas of the Great Patriotic War [7]. Candidate’s theses on the labor 
contribution of women to the victory over the enemy appeared, summarizing the regional material of the re-
publics, individual regions and cities of the Soviet Union. Thus, the dissertations of A.F. Shmeleva, 
Y.A. Davletova, A.D. Zarubina, S.K. Chekneva, V.I. Chetina, Z.F. Ibragimova are devoted to the role of So-
viet women in the Great Patriotic War [8]. 

The post-war decade includes the release of Kazakhstani works on the military mobilization, organiza-
tional and educational work of the party among the population, including women. The women's contribution 
to providing the front with weapons, ammunition, food and uniforms, their patriotic activities to help the 
front are shown in the fragments, and their participation in the country's armed defense is highlighted. Thus, 
the historiography of Kazakhstan has been replenished with the studies by G.A. Abishev, O. Malybayev, 
A.V. Shoshenko, L.E. Fain, A.A. Baidin and others [9]. These show the moral and political image of workers 
and defenders of the Homeland. The works contain important information about the military patriotic feat of 
women, their contribution to the fight against the enemy. The few studies of the post-war decade created a 
peculiar portrait of a wartime woman, i.e. the great toiler and heroine of the rear. At the same time, the mili-
tary historiography of the post-war decade was characterized by negative features, namely, the narrowness of 
the documentary base of research, constraint in the interpretation of many problems, varnishing of wartime 
difficulties, the predominance of event descriptions, limited analytical material and theoretical generaliza-
tions. But in all their studies, the authors identified only positive aspects in the activities of women without 
considering the difficulties, hardships, sufferings and everyday problems that they faced during the war 
years. No qualitatively new approaches were found in studying the problem of the participation of Soviet 
women in the Great Patriotic War. Women's issues still did not become the subject of a special study. How-
ever, these works, addressed to the widest reader, marked the beginning of the formation of a thematic field 
of study of the Great Patriotic War and outlined the approach of historians to consider the women's experi-
ence of war. 

The XX CPSU Congress marked the beginning of the third period in the development of the Great Pat-
riotic War historiography. This period, lasted until 1965, was characterized by the extensive use of archival 
documents as a basis for research, coverage of historical events from the position of Marxist Leninist meth-
odology, intensification of the struggle of Soviet researchers against the influence of the personality cult, 
with falsifiers of history [10; 148]. Thus, the historiography of the problem has been enriched by the thesis 
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works by K.D. Antidze, G.L. Vovchenko, N.P. Zhivotovskaya, A.M. Kurnosova [11], providing an analysis 
of the labor and patriotic feat of women during the Great Patriotic War. Historians from all regions of the 
USSR joined to participate in the development of the issue of women’s production and social political activi-
ties. 

Valuable generalizing data of the all-union character on the labor of women in industry during the Pat-
riotic War, along with other materials, are contained in the works by N.A. Voznesensky, B.S. Telpukhovsky, 
A.V. Mitrofanova, and G.G. Morekhina [12; 7]. The daily life of women, their problems, and the difficulties 
characteristic of wartime remained beyond the research works. 

The works by K. Baiguzhin, M.K. Kozybaev, G.A. Abishev, P.S. Belan, and N.E. Edygenov [13] of the 
third stage of the Soviet Kazakh historiography are of the greatest interest for our study. These studies con-
tain the fragments of women's participation in the Great Patriotic War. The third chapter «Women of Ka-
zakhstan during the Great Patriotic War» of M. Beisenova's work «What did the Soviet power give to the 
Kazakh woman» [14] covers the role of women of the republic during the war years, as well as their heroism, 
tireless work and dedication. Soviet woman is described by the author as an example of stamina and endur-
ance. In 1964 G.D. Nurbekova defended her thesis on the topic: «The Communist Party is the organizer of 
the labor exploits of women in the industry of Kazakhstan during the Great Patriotic War (1941–1945)» [12]. 
In connection with the 20th anniversary of the Victory, 8 books, 24 brochures and over 200 scientific articles 
in journals and republican newspapers were published in Kazakhstan, reflecting the republic’s contribution 
to the defeat of the enemy [7]. Some of these highlighted separate subjects and aspects of the problem under 
study. 

Thus, the problem of women's participation in the Great Patriotic War was not a special object of study 
in Soviet historiography. The traditional topic of historical publications, devoted to the Great Patriotic War, 
was massive patriotism at the front and the labor contribution of women. The hard trials and hardships, suf-
fered during the war years, were minimized in these works. At the present stage, there is a need to create a 
summarizing research, giving a holistic picture of the contribution of women to the great victory. 

 
 
The article was written as part of a research project under grant № 1992-I-19 «The Great Patriotic 

War and women of Kazakhstan at the front and rear: women's stories and everyday life». 
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С.В. Елеуханова, А.Д. Утебаева 

Кеңестік тарихнамада Ұлы Отан соғысы жылдарындағы  
Қазақстан əйелдері бейнесі (1941–1964 жж.) 

Мақала 1941–1945 жж. кезеңін, соғыстағы Қазақстан əйелдерінің рөлін зерттеуде сапалы жаңа 
тəсілдер кеңестік тарихнаманың жетістіктері мен кемшін тұстары туралы анық пайымдауды талдауға 
арналған. Кеңестік тарих ғылымында зерттелуші мəселенің үш кезеңі қарастырылды: I — тікелей 
соғыс кезі; II — соғыстан кейінгі алғашқы онжылдық; III — Коммунистік партияның XX съезінен 
кейін, өткен жүзжылдықтың 50 жж. ортасынан 60-жж. ортасына дейін. Бұндай кезеңдестіру əрбір 
кезеңге тəн нақты тарихи, саяси жəне идеологиялық жағдайлармен түсіндіріледі. Авторлар əрбір 
тарихнамалық кезеңдегі əйелдер тақырыбы бойынша ғылыми білімдердің толықтырылу үдерісін 
қарастырды. Кеңестік тарихнаманың негізгі сипаттық белгілері мен ерекшеліктері айқындалған, 
зерттеудің жетістіктері мен шектері, əдістемелік негіздері көрсетілген. Авторлар зерттелуші кезеңде 
соғыс жылдарында майдан мен тылдағы республика əйелдері туралы арнайы зерттеу жарыққа 
шықпаған деген қорытындыға келді. Осымен байланысты жинақталған білімдерді ой елегінен өткізу 
мен жаңа əдіснамалық тəсілдердің негізінде осындай зерттеуді жүргізу қажеттігі туындады. 

Кілт сөздер: кеңестік тарихнама, Ұлы Отан соғысы, Қазақстан, əскери күнделікті өмір, соғыстағы 
əйелдер тақырыбы, əйелдер мəселесі. 

 

С.В. Елеуханова, А.Д. Утебаева 

Женщины Казахстана в годы Великой Отечественной войны  
в советской историографии (1941–1964-е гг.) 

Качественно новые подходы к изучению периода 1941–1945 гг., роли казахстанских женщин в войне 
требуют ясного представления о достижениях и пробелах советской историографии. Рассмотрены три 
этапа изучаемой проблемы в советской исторической науке: I — непосредственно война; II — первое 
послевоенное десятилетие; III — после XX съезда Коммунистической партии, с середины 50-х 
до середины 60-х гг. прошлого столетия. Такая периодизация объясняется конкретно-историческими, 
политическими и идеологическими условиями, характерными для каждого периода. Авторами 
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освещен процесс приращения научных знаний по женской проблематике на каждом историографиче-
ском этапе. Отмечены основные характерные черты и особенности советской историографии, показа-
ны методологические основы, достижения и границы исследования. Сделан вывод о том, что в изу-
чаемый период специального исследования о женщинах республики в годы войны на фронте и в тылу 
не появилось. В связи с этим возникла необходимость проводить такие исследования на основе новых 
методологических подходов и переосмысления накопленных знаний. 

Ключевые слова: советская историография, Великая Отечественная война, Казахстан, военная повсе-
дневность, женская тема в войне, женская проблематика. 
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